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TO  THE  RIGHT  HONOURABLE 


THE 

LORD  PROVOST,  MAGISTRATES,  AND  TOWN  COUNCIL, 
PATRONS  OP  THE  UNIVERSITY  OF  EDINBURGH. 


80  George  Street,  Edinburgh, 

I ith  August  1842. 

My  Lord  and  Gentlemen, 

I beg  leave  respectfully  to  offer  myself  as 
a Candidate  for  the  Professorship  of  the  Institutes  of  Medicine, 
now  vacant  in  the  University. 

In  the  course  of  a few  days  I shall  have  the  honour  of  submit- 
ting for  your  consideration  various  Testimonials  with  regard  to  my 
qualifications  as  a Lecturer  on  Anatomy  and  Physiology.  In 
selecting  these  documents,  I shall  limit  myself  to  those  given  me  by 
men  whose  station  in  the  profession,  or  intimate  acquaintance  with 
my  pursuits,  seem  calculated  to  give  weight  to  their  opinion. 

I shall  at  the  same  time  have  the  honour  of  laying  before  you  a 
list  of  my  Physiological  Writings,  together  with  some  of  the 
opinions  of  the  Medical  Press  with  regard  to  them. 

Permit  me  to  say,  that  should  1 be  so  fortunate  as  to  obtain  the 
distinction  to  which  1 rspire,  I shall  make  every  exertion  in  my 
power  to  discharge  faithfully  the  duties  of  the  Chair,  and  to  up 
hold  the  credit  of  the  University  and  Medical  School  of  Edinburgh. 

I have  the  honour  to  be. 

My  Lord  a so  Gentlemen, 

1 our  obedient  humble  Servant, 


ALLEN  THOMSON,  M D. 


LIST  OF  LECTURES  AND  WRITINGS. 


Course*  of  Lecture*  delivered  by  Dr  Allen  Thornton. 

During  the  Winter  Sessions  from  1832  to  1830,  Hr  Thomson  delivered 
three  six  months’  Courses  of  Lectures  on  the  Institutes  of  Medicine  or  Phy- 
siology, in  the  Extra- Academical  School  of  Medicine  in  Edinburgh. 

In  1834-35,  I>r  T.  delivered  a Popular  Course,  consisting  of  twenty  five 
Lectures  on  the  Laws  of  the  Animal  Economy,  or  General  Physiology,  for 
the  Edinburgh  Association,  Ac. 

In  1838-30,  Dr  T.  taught  Anatomy  in  Edinburgh  during  the  Winter  and 
Summer  Sessions. 

In  1838-40,  and  1840-41,  Dr  T.  taught  Anatomy  in  Aberdeen  a*  Pro- 
fessor of  Marischal  College  and  University. 

In  1841-42,  Dr  T.  again  taught  Anatomy  in  Edinburgh  during  the  Winter 
and  Summer  Sessions. 

Dr  Thomson’s  Museum,  illustrative  of  Human  and  Comparative  Anatomy 
and  Physiology,  contains  upwards  of  fourteen  hundred  Specimens,  Models, 
Ac. ; and  he  possesses  a large  collection  of  original  and  published  Drawings 
and  Diagrams  employed  in  the  illustration  of  his  Lectures. 


List  of  Dr  Thomson'*  Physiological  Writings. 

1.  Three  Papers  on  the  Development  of  the  Vascular  and  Respirators’ 
Systems  in  the  Kcetus  of  Vertebrated  Animals.  Edin.  New  Philos.  Journ. 
1830  and  1831. 

2.  Essay  on  the  Formation  of  New  Blood-Vessels  in  Wounds,  Granula- 
tion, Ac.  Edin.  1832. 

3.  Account  of  New  Experiments  on  the  Sensibility  of  the  Skin,  by  Prof. 
Weber,  with  Additional  Observations.  Edin.  Med.  and  Surg.  Journ.  1833. 

4.  Review  of  Prof.  Panizza's  Works  on  the  Structure  of  the  Lymphatic- 
Absorbent  Vessels,  with  Additional  Observations.  Kdin.  Med.  and  Surg. 
Journ.  1835. 
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5.  Syllabus  of  Lectures  on  Physiology,  in  the  form  of  Outlines.  Edin. 
1835. 

0.  Treatise  on  the  Circulation  of  the  Blood,  in  the  Cyclopaidia  of  Anatomy 
and  Physiology.  Lond.  1830. 

7.  Treatise  on  the  Function  of  Generation,  in  the  same  work.  Lond. 
1838. 

8.  Contributions  to  the  History  of  the  Human  Ovum  and  Embryo  in  its 
Early  Stages,  Part  1.  Edin.  Med.  and  Surg.  Journ.  1839. 

9.  Account  of  New  Observations  on  the  Structure  of  the  Glands  of  the 
Stomach  and  Intestines.  Read  before  the  Meeting  of  the  British  Scientific 
Association  at  Glasgow  in  1840.  An  Abstract  of  which  is  published  in  the 
Report  of  Transactions  for  that  year. 

The  following  are  Notices  of  Dr  Thomson's  Writings  by 
Contemporary  Authors. 

1 . “ On  this  mysterious  and  important  process  Hr  Allen  Thomson  has  made 

a valuable  series  of  observations  and  experiments.  * * We  have  given 

the  foregoing  account  of  a paper  very  difficult  to  abridge,  and  of  which  our 
limits  do  not  permit  us  to  give  more  ample  details  ; but  we  cannot  conclude 
without  saying,  that  the  manner  in  which  Dr  Allen  Thomson  has  conducted 
his  inquiries  is  highly  creditable  to  his  talent  for  minute  observation  and  ac- 
curate research.  The  whole  paper  merits  the  attentive  perusal  of  the  phy- 
siological reader.” — Edin.  Ned.  and  Surg . Journ.  Vol.  xxxvi.  p.  *09. 

“ Dr  Allen  Thomson,  from  whose  useful  papers  on  Embryology  I have 
borrowed  the  greater  part  of  the  preliminary  sketch  in  the  present  section.  ’ 
— Mayo's  Outlines  of  Physiology.  1837.  P.  399. 

“ In  the  foregoing  account  of  the  Development  of  the  Vascular  System,  the 
Author  has  availed  himself  freely  of  the  valuable  papers  of  Dr  Allen  Thom- 
son.’* _ Carpenter’s  Principles  of  General  and  Comparative  Phyciolofiy, 

p.  201. 

These  Papers,  which  were  translated  into  German,  and  published  in  Fro 
riep’s  Notizen,  are  also  referred  to  with  approbation  in  various  other  works 
on  Anatomy  and  Physiology,  as 

Quain’s  Elements  of  Anatomy. 

Alison’s  Outlines  of  Physiology. 

Roget’s  Bridgewater  Treatise,  and  in  the  Treatise  on  Physiology  of  the 
same  Author. 

Fletcher’s  Rudiments  of  Physiology . 

Von  Baer’s  German  Works  on  Development. 

Dr  Barry’s  Essays  in  the  Edinburgh  New  Philosophical  Journal,  and  in 
the  Memoirs  on  Embryology  of  the  same  Author  in  the  Philosophical  Trans- 
actions. 

Mr  T.  W.  Jones’  Papers  in  the  Ixmdon  Medical  Gazette  in  1838-39. 

Rigby’s  System  of  Midwifery.  Lond.  1841. 
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2.  “ Dr  Allen  Thomson’s  Inaugural  Essay  on  the  Formation  of  New  Blood - 
Aessels,  is  an  extremely  valuable  Summary  of  the  Observations  and  Opinions 
of  these  and  other  Physiologists  on  this  subject.” — Fletcher’s  Rudiments  of 
Physiology,  p.  31. 

3.  “ This  Syllabus  (of  Lectures  on  Physiology)  presents  the  fullest  and 
ma  t correct  view  of  the  present  state  of  Physiological  Science  yet  given.  It 
shews  that  the  Author  is  intimately  acquainted  with  the  past  and  present  state 
of  the  Science,  and  appreciates  justly  the  exact  position  of  each  department, 
and  ths  mutual  relations  of  the  whole” — E lm.  Med.  and  Surg.  Journal, 
Vol,  xiiv.  p.  5. 

4.  “ Diagram  given  by  Dr  Allen  Thomson  in  his  excellent  Paper  on  the 
Circulation  in  the  Cycloptedia  of  Anatomy.”  Holy’s  Translation  of  Muller's 
Physiology,  p.  158.  See  farther  references  at  pp.  184,  04(5,  and  887. 

5.  “ To  which  article  (Generation)  we  are  largely  indebted  in  the  compi- 
lation of  this  chapter.” — Roget's  Treatise  on  Phenology.  Vol.  ii.  p.  190.  See 
farther  references  at  pp.  203.  205.  and  222. 

“ The  best  and  most  comprehensive  view  of  the  whole  subject  of  Genera 
tion,  grounded  on  personal  observation,  which  we  possess,  i»  that  by  I>r  Allen 
Thomson,  in  his  article  Generation  in  Todd’s  Cyclopedia.”  • * * * 

“ I'pon  many  of  the  relations  just  named,  see  the  excellent  article  Gene- 
ration of  Dr  Allen  Thomson  in  Todd’s  Cyclopaedia  of  Anatomy  and  Physio- 
logy." &c. — Wagner's  Eletnents  of  Physiology  Translated.  Lond.  1841. 

“ Dr  Allen  Thomson  in  his  Paper  on  the  Human  Ovum  fully  confirms 
Von  Baer’s  account  of  the  Formation  of  the  Amnion  in  Mammalia.” 

M e rejoice  to  see  that  the  number  of  our  countrymen  is  daily  increasing, 
who,  with  Owen,  Grant,  Allen  Thomsom,  and  others,  are  earnestly  contend- 
ing in  the  same  field  where  Harvey  and  Needham  and  the  Hunters  formerly 
achieved  a lasting  renown  with  better  means  and  clearer  prospects." — British 
and  Foreign  Medical  Renew.  1840  Pp.  20  and  31.  See  farther  refc 
renccs,  Pp.  23,  24,  and  25. 

See  also  < lh  archill's  Theory  and  Practice  of  Midwifery.  London.  1842. 
P.  7!>. 

Muller’s  Physiology  Translated.  P.  1583,  &c. 


* Dr  Allen  Thomson  hopes  to  be  able,  at  a subsequent 
period,  to  submit  to  the  Honourable  Patrons  additional  Testi- 
monials which,  being  from  a distance,  have  not  yet  been  received 
by  him. 


Edinburgh,  20 th  Avguzt,  1042. 


TESTIMONIALS, 

&c. 


No  I. 

Minute  of  Senates  of  Mabischal  College, 
and  University  of  Aberdeen. 

Marischal  College,  Zd  September  1841. 

Sederunt.  Dr  Dewar,  Principal , &e. 

Dr  Allen  Thomson  having  resigned  the  Professorship  of 
Anatomy  in  this  University,  the  Senatus  feel  themselves 
called  upon  to  express  and  record  the  sense  they  entertain 
of  his  eminent  qualifications  for  the  office  which  he  has  filled 
here  for  nearly  two  years,  and  of  his  most  active,  unremit- 
ted. and  judicious  exertions  for  the  improvement  of  his  Pu- 
pils and  the  prosperity  of  the  University.  They  are  very 
sorry  to  part  with  a Colleague  whom  they  so  highly  esteem  ; 
and  it  is  their  earnest  and  unanimous  wish,  that  his  success 
in  his  future  pursuits  may  be  such  as  his  character  and  sci- 
entific attainments  deserve.  They  direct  their  Secretary  to 
transmit  to  him  an  extract  of  this  minute. 

(Sign rd)  L).  DEWAR,  Principal. 

'Extracted  from  the  Records  of  the  Marischal  College  and  University  of 
Aberdeen  by  John  Cruichsh ank,  Secretary.} 
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No.  II. 

A u dress  presented  to  Dr  Thomson  by  the  Gentle- 
men attending  his  Lectures  on  the  Development  of 
the  Foetus — Summer,  1842. 

To  Allen  Thomson,  Esquire,  31. D.  F.li.C.S.E.  Sfc.  Lecturer  on 
Anatomy  and  Physiology,  Edinburgh. 

Sir,  Edinburgh,  July  1842. 

We,  the  undersigned,  who  have  enjoyed  the  privi- 
lege of  attending  the  series  of  Lectures  which  you  have  de  • 
livered  this  summer  on  the  Development  of  the  Foetus,  cor- 
dially embrace  the  present  opportunity  of  expressing  to  you 
our  united  thanhs  for  the  pleasure  and  instruction  w hich 
have  thus  been  afforded  us.  During  our  attendance  on  these 
lectures  we  have  had  occasion  to  admire  the  manner  in 
which  you  have  brought  extensive  anatomical  and  physiolo- 
gical knowdedge,  minute  experimental  research,  and  inti- 
mate acquaintance  with  the  labours  of  others,  to  bear  upon 
this  highly  interesting,  but  at  the  same  time  difficult  sub- 
ject. We  have  had  occasion  also  to  admire  the  fluency, 
elegance,  and  precision  of  your  language,  which,  combined 
with  the  clearness  of  your  arrangement,  seem  to  us  emi- 
nently to  fit  you  for  the  important  duties  of  a lecturer.  We 
shall  look  with  interest  to  your  future  career  as  a lecturer 
and  as  a man  of  science, — confident  that  in  wdiatever  situa- 
tion you  may  be  placed,  you  will  amply  justify  the  high  opi- 
nion which  we  have  been  led  to  form  of  your  talents  and 
acquirements. 

(Signed) 

William  Newbigging,  F.R.S.E.  Ac. 

A Gillespie,  M.D.  F.R.S.E. 
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George  B.vlunoall.  M.D.  F.R.S.E.,  Prof.  «f  Mi- 
litary  Surgery  in  the  University. 

John  Gairdner,  M.D.  F.R.C.S. 

David  Craigie,  M.D,  F.R.S.E. 

David  Hay,  M.D.  F.R.C.S. 

John  Davy.  M.D.  F.R.S.  L.  & E. 

Robert  Hamilton,  M.D.  F.R.S.E. 

William  Claiming,  Surgeon,  R.N. 

Andrew  Wood,  M.D.  F.R.C.S. E 
Patrick  Newbigging,  M.D.  F.R.C.S  E 
William  Walker,  Surgeon. 

Thomas  H.  Pattison,  M.D. 

Andrew  Douglas  Maclagan,  M.D.  r.K.C.r  .E. 


John  Struthebs. 
W.  T.  Gairdner. 


Thomas  Jones. 

W.  R.  Murray. 

John  Goodsir,  Conservator  of  Mas.  C'oll.  Surgeon*. 
John  Ivor  Murray. 

George  E.  Day,  A.M. 

Llywelyn  Bland. 

George  William  Lillies. 

Charles  Augustus  Adey. 

William  Collyns. 

William  J.  Van  Somehen. 


Alfred  Parr. 

S.  Pagan,  M.D.  F.R.C.S. 

Archibald  Inglis,  M.D.  F.R.C.S.E. 
John  Moir,  M.D.  F.R.C.P.E. 

G.  Paterson,  M.D.  F.R.C.P.E. 
Archibald  Dymock.  M.D. 
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Alexander  Watson,  M.D.  F.R.C.S.E. 

John  Scott,  M.D.  F.R.C.S.E. 

William  Smellie  Johnstone. 

Mathew  Turnbull. 

George  Gordon. 

George  L.  Thomson. 

Llewelyn  Lodge. 

William  Cumming,  M.D.  Surgeon. 

Robert  Bowes  Malcolm,  M.D.  F.R.C.P. 

Thomas  Graham  Weir,  M.D. 

James  D.  Pridie,  Surgeon. 

James  Marr,  M.D.  F.R.C.P. 

R.  Renton,  M.D.  F.R.C.P. 

Thomas  Bevill  Peacock,  M.D. 

Robert  William  Wynne. 

Thomas  Wright. 

John  Kennedy,  Surgeon. 

Augustus  P.  Hamilton,  M.D. 

William  Beilby,  M.D.  F.R.C.P. 

R.  Graham,  M.D.  Prof,  of  Botany  in  the  University. 
John  H.  Bennet,  M.D. 

E.  D.  Worthington. 

Samuel  D.  Wells. 

Charles  James  Ford  Imlach,  M.D. 

Charles  Ransford,  M.D,  F.R.C.P.E. 

R.  Stanton  Wise,  M.R.C.S.L. 

Edward  B.  Bowman. 

Walter  Adam,  M.D. 

William  Scott  Watson. 

John  William  Reid. 

Alexander  Jackson,  M.D. 
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Walter  Gilchrist,  M.D. 

John  Campbell,  M.D.  F.R.C.S.E. 

David  Maclagan,  M.D.  F.R.S.E. 

William  Smellik,  M.D. 

George  Smith,  xM.D.,  Surgeon. 

Archibald  W.  Dickson,  Surgeon. 

Francis  Biiodie  Imlach,  Surgeon. 

Henry  Wight. 

Brinsley  Nicholson. 

Henry  Marshall,  F.R.S.E.,  Deputy  Inspector  of 
Hospitals. 

James  Heron. 

Robert  Etheeington. 

Richard  Bunch. 

Berry  King,  M.A. 

Robert  H.  Gunnyon,  Surgeon. 

Edward  Cripps. 

T.  Jameson  Torrie,  A.M.  F.R.S.E. 

G.  Bell,  M.D. 

J.  Y.  Simpson,  M.D.,  Professor  of  Midwifery  in  the 
University. 

W.  Crosbie. 

John  C.  Da  Costa. 

Thomas  Edmonstone  Junior. 

D.  WlELOBYCKI. 

John  Mitchell. 

F.  I).  M ‘Cowan,  M.D. 

James  H.  Reid. 

William  Camps,  M.D. 

William  Hamilton,  Bart.,  Professor  of  Logie  and 
Metaphysics  in  the  University. 

B 
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J.  MacLeod,  Surgeon. 

Robert  Nicholson. 

James  Innes,  M.D.  H.E.I.C.S. 
James  P.  Muirhead,  Advocate. 
J.  Macfarlan,  F.R.C.S. 

J.  Wolff,  M.D.  F.R.A.  Gotting. 


No.  III. 

From  John  Abercrombie,  M.D.,  Vice-President  of 
of  the  Royal  Society,  Physician  to  the  Queen,  &c. 
&c. 

Edinburgh,  1st  September  1841. 

I have  been  long  acquainted  with  Dr  Allen  Thomson, 
and  have  formed  a high  opinion  of  his  talents  and  acquire- 
ments ; particularly  in  Anatomy  and  Physiology — of  his 
ardent  cultivation  of  these  departments — and  of  his  quali- 
fications as  a public  teacher. 

JOHN  ABERCROMBIE,  M.D. 


No.  IV. 

From  W.  P.  Alison,  M.D.,  F.R.S.E.,  Professor  of 
the  Practice  of  Physic  in  the  University  of  Edin- 
burgh. 

My  Deak  Sir,  Hebiot  Row,  1 'Ath  Avprcst,  1842. 

1 have  much  pleasure  in  expressing  my  conviction,  founded 
on  my  knowledge  of  your  natural  abilities — of  your  taste 
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for  Anatomical  and  Physiological  studies — ot  your  indefati- 
gable industry  in  the  prosecution  of  these  studies— and 
vour  experience  in  teaching,  that  you  are  eminently  quali- 
fied to  teach  Physiology — the  department  of  the  Institutes 
of  Medicine,  to  which  the  present  arrangements  of  the 
University  render  it  incumbent  on  the  Professor  of  that 
branch  to  devote  his  chief  or  almost  sole  attention. — I am, 
Dear  Sir,  very  faithfully  yours, 

W.  1\  ALISON 

Dr  A.  Thomson. 


No.  V. 

From  Martin  Barry,  M.  D.,  F.  R.  S.  L.  & E., 
F.R.C.  P.E.,  Author  of  Various  Treatises  on  Em- 
bryology and  other  subjects,  &c. 

Esteemed  Friend,  London,  27  vii.  Mo.  (July)  1842. 

1 am  gratified  to  hear  what  thou  hast  in  view,  and 
hope  that  there  would  be  but  little  uncertainty  in  the  issue 
if  thy  name  were  proposed  ; feeling  assured  of  thy  superior 
qualifications  to  act  as  a public  teacher  of  Anatomy  or  Phy- 
siology. But  of  those  qualifications  I think  thou  hast  proofs 
in  the  success  that  has  attended  the  courses  of  lectures  thou 
hast  lately  given. 

There  is  one  department  in  which  I may  be  permitted, 
perhaps,  to  bear  my  testimony  to  the  great  value  of  thy 
writings  and  investigations,  namely,  Embryology,  which,  in 
its  most  important  form,  was  also  first  introduced  into  this 
country  by  thyself. 


MARTIN  BARRY 


20 


No.  VI. 

FROM  THE  SAME. 

Esteemed  Friend,  London,  16  vm  Mo.  (Aug.)  1642. 

Since  writing  to  thee  I have  learned  that  the  Chair 
of  Physiology  in  the  University  of  Edinburgh  is  vacant,  and 
can  only  again  express  my  conviction  that,  should  the  Pa- 
trons conferthe  appointment  upon  thee,  not  only  wouldst  thou 
most  efficiently  perform  the  duties  of  the  Chair,  but  the  ap- 
pointment would  powerfully  contribute  to  maintain  the  high 
character  of  the  University,  in  consequence  of  thy  well 
known  reputation  as  an  original  inquirer  in  Anatomy  and 
Physiology.  Thine  very  truly, 

MARTIN  BARRY. 

Dr  Allen  Thomson. 


No.  VII. 


From  John  Bostock,  M.D.,  F.li.S.,  Author  ol  a 
System  of  Physiology,  &c. 


My  Dear  Sir, 


Upper  Bedford  Place, 
August  17-  1842. 


My  friend,  Dr  Tweedie,  informed  me  yesterday 
of  your  intention  to  offer  yourself  as  a Candidate  for  the 
Professorship  of  the  Institutes  of  Medicine  in  the  University 
of  Edinburgh.  I was  preparing  to  write  to  you  on  the  sub- 
ject, when  your  letter  of  the  13th  inst.  came  into  my 

hands. 


With  your  Treatises  on  various  branches  of  Physiology 
1 am  well  acquainted;  and,  I think,  I may  venture  to  say, 
that  I am  capable  of  judging  of  their  merits,  which  I esti- 
mate very  highly.  I shall,  indeed,  truly  rejoice,  not  only 
on  your  own  account,  but  on  that  of  my  Alma  Mater,  should 
you  be  appointed  to  the  station  which  you  are  seeking  ; and 
I assure  you,  it  will  give  me  sincere  pleasure  to  contribute 
to  your  appointment  in  any  way  that  lies  in  my  power. 

May  1 beg  the  favour  of  you  to  present  my  best  re- 
gards to  your  Father,  in  whose  society  I spent  so  many  de- 
lightful hours  during  my  academic  life.  Believe  me,  my 
Dear  Sir,  most  truly  yours, 

J.  BOSTOCK. 


No.  VIII. 

From  William  Brown,  Esq.,  formerly  President  of 
tlie  Royal  College  of  Surgeons,  &c.  &c. 

My  Dear  Sir,  Edinburgh,  17 th  Aug.  1842. 

I cannot  suppose  that  my  testimony  can  avail  much  with 
reference  to  your  professional  merits,  but  as  it  is  asked,  I 
give  it  without  hesitation. 

The  thorough  knowledge  which  you  possess  of  Anatomy 
and  Physiology — the  successful  manner  in  which  you  com- 
municate that  knowledge  to  others — the  zeal  you  have 
shewn  in  prosecuting  your  researches  in  Physiology— and 
the  name  which  you  have  already  acquired  as  an  original 
inquirer  in  this  department  of  science — qualify  you  in  the 
highest  degree  for  the  Physiological  Chair  in  the  Univer- 
sity of  Edinburgh.-  Yours  very  truly, 

\Vm.  BROWN. 

Dr  Allen  Thomson. 


22 


No.  IX. 

From  Andrew  Buchanan,  M.D.,  Professor  of  the 
Institutes  of  Medicine  in  the  University  of  Glasgow, 
Surgeon  to  the  Royal  Infirmary,  &c.  &c. 

Glasgow,  13  Moore  Place, 

15 th  August  1842. 

Dr  Allen  Thomson’s  Memoirs  on  Embryology,  published 
at  a time  when  that  subject  was  little  known  or  attended  to 
in  this  country,  procured  for  him  a well-merited  reputation 
as  a physiologist,  which  has  been  fully  maintained  by  se- 
veral memoirs,  which  he  has  since  published,  in  that  and 
other  departments  of  physiological  science.  To  these  me- 
moirs Dr  Thomson  may  confidently  refer,  as  the  best  testi- 
monials he  could  produce  of  his  ability  to  fill  the  office  in 
the  University  of  Edinburgh,  for  which  he  is  now  a Candi- 
date. I may  add,  that  Dr  Thomson’s  familiarity  with  the 
microscope,  both  as  an  instrument  of  research  and  for  the 
purpose  of  illustration,  and  his  unrivalled  dexterity  in  some 
of  the  most  useful  manipulations  of  Practical  Anatomy,  are 
subsidiary  qualifications  of  no  unimportant  kind,  in  fitting 
him  to  discharge  efficiently  the  duties  of  a teacher,  whether 
of  Anatomy  or  of  Physiology. 


ANDREW  BUCHANAN,  M.  D. 


No.  X. 

From  John  Campbell,  formerly  President,  of  the 

Royal  College  of  Surgeons  of  Edinburgh,  6c  c.  &c. 

Edinburgh,  17  Albany  Street, 
lGfA  A up  11  st  1»42. 

It  affords  me  very  sincere  pleasure  to  give  iny  testimony 
in  favour  of  Dr  Allen  Thomson,  as  a Candidate  for  the  Chair 
of  the  Institutes  of  Medicine,  at  present  vacant  in  the  Uni- 
versity of  Edinburgh,  for  which  he  possesses,  in  my  opinion, 
qualifications  of  the  very  highest  order. 

Having  enjoyed  the  advantages  of  a very  extended  and 
liberal  education,  Dr  Thomson  early  distinguished  himself, 
no  less  by  his  talents  and  acquirements,  than  by  the  un- 
wearied industry,  zeal,  and  enthusiasm,  which  he  displayed 
as  a philosophical  inquirer,  more  particularly  in  the  depart- 
ments of  Anatomy  and  Physiology,  the  cultivation  of  which 
he  has  prosecuted  with  great  assiduity  and  success.  His 
valuable  published  contributions  on  these  subjects  are  w^ell 
known  to  the  Medical  Profession  ; and  the  best  evidence  of 
the  estimation  in  which  he  is  held  as  a physiologist,  is  af- 
forded by  the  circumstance  of  his  being  quoted,  as  an  au- 
thority, in  the  writings  of  the  most  eminent  physiologists  of 
the  present  day. 

Dr  Thomson  is  likewise  very  favourably  known  as  an 
able  public  teacher  ; possessing  a ready  elocution,  and  fluent 
delivery,  he  has  acquired  the  power  of  imparting  with  great 
facility  his  knowledge  to  others  ; and  by  the  lucid  order 
observed  in  his  lectures,  and  the  able  and  comprehensive 
manner  of  discussing  the  matter  under  consideration,  he  is 
enabled  to  render  an  abstruse  and  difficult  subject  attrac- 
tive to  his  audience. 
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It  appears  superfluous  to  add,  that,  with  these  qualifica- 
tions, Dr  Thomson  must  prove  an  able  and  distinguished 
Professor  of  Physiology,  and  must  fully  justify  the  choice  ot 
the  Patrons,  if  elected  to  fill  that  Chair. 

JOHN  CAMPBELL. 


No.  XI. 

From  Sir  James  Clark,  Bart.  M.D.,  F.R.S., 
Phvsician  to  the  Queen,  &c.  &c. 

My  Dear  Sir,  London  August  17.  1842. 

The  Patrons  of  the  University  of  Edinburgh  hav- 
ing, as  I think,  most  wisely,  established  a separate  Profes- 
sorship of  Physiology,  they  cannot,  in  my  opinion,  appoint  a 
more  competent  person  than  yourself  to  fill  the  Chair. 
Looking  to  your  ardour  in  the  cultivation  of  Minute  Ana- 
tomy and  Physiology,  the  character  of  your  published  writ- 
ings, and  your  power  of  communicating  your  knowledge  as 
a Lecturer,  I can  safely  say  that  1 am  not  acquainted  with 
any  one  more  fully  qualified  to  teach  that  important  branch 
of  medical  science.  I am,  my  Dear  Sir,  very  truly  yours, 

JA.  CLARK. 

XII. 

From  John  Coldstream,  M.D. 

Leith,  17 th  Avgust  1842. 

An  intimate  acquaintance  of  many  years’  standing  with  Dr 
Allen  Thomson  has  led  me  to  form  a very  high  estimate  of 
his  abilities  and  acquirements.  He  has  always  been  emi- 


nently  distinguished  by  acuteness  of  intellect,  capacity  for 
patient  investigation,  and  a thorough  love  of  truth.  These 
long  ago  led  him  to  enter  upon  researches  in  some  of  the 
most  intricate  departments  of  physiological  science,  which 
he  has  pursued  with  much  success.  His  labours  are  well 
known  to  all  physiologists  ; many  of  whom  have  borne  the 
strongest  testimony  to  the  value  of  the  results  at  which  he 
has  arrived.  Of  his  fitness  to  discharge  the  duties  of  a Pro- 
fessorship, his  past  successes  as  a Lecturer  supply  the  best 
proof.  Should  he  be  appointed  to  that  Chair  to  which  he 
now  aspires,  the  medical  world,  both  at  home  and  abroad, 
will  confidently  expect  that  he  will  raise  still  higher  the 
character  of  the  University,  both  by  continuing  his  original 
researches  and  by  imparting  largely  of  his  own  zeal  to  all 
his  pupils,  llis  natural  talents,  his  early  education  (directed, 
as  it  was.  by  his  illustrious  parent,  so  pre-eminently  quali- 
fied for  the  task),  his  learning,  his  powers  of  observation, 
his  kindness  of  feeling,  and  amenity  of  manner,  his  patience 
and  care  in  endeavouring  to  impart  knowledge  to  others, 
and  his  remarkably  extensive  acquaintance  with  learned  men 
of  all  nations,  present  together  such  an  union  of  qualifica- 
tions for  the  high  standing  of  a Professor  of  the  Institutes  of 
Medicine,  as  can  rarely  be  conjoined  in  one  person. 


JOHN  COLDSTREAM. 
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No.  XIII. 

From  Andrew  Combe,  M.D.,  Author  of  Works  on 
the  Principles  of  Physiology,  &e.,  on  Insanity  &c., 
Formerly  Physician  to  the  King  of  the  Belgians,  &c. 

My  Dear  Sir,  Edinburgh,  16 th  August  1842. 

I have  much  pleasure  in  complying  with  your 
request  that  I should  state  my  opinion  of  your  qualifications 
for  the  Professorship  of  the  Institutes  of  Medicine,  now 
vacant  in  our  University. 

From  circumstances  arising  out  of  an  infirm  state  of  health, 
I have  not  been  able  to  enjoy  that  intimate  personal  ac- 
quaintance with  you,  and  others  of  my  professional  brethren, 
which  I should  otherwise  have  been  glad  to  cultivate,  but  I 
have  not,  on  that  account,  been  either  inattentive  to  what 
has  been  passing  around  me,  or  uninterested  in  the  pros- 
perity of  the  University;  and  I can  say  with  truth,  that,  from 
the  moment  I heard  of  the  anticipated  vacancy,  you  were 
the  person  who  occurred  to  me  as  the  best  qualified,  within 
my  own  knowledge,  for  the  duties  of  the  Chair.  From  the 
natural  bent  of  your  mind,  you  have  from  an  early  age  de- 
voted yourself  to  the  successful  cultivation  of  Anatomical 
and  Physiological  knowledge,  and  are  already  extensively 
and  favourably  known  to  the  scientific  world  by  your  able 
contributions  to  both, — and  without  an  intimate  acquaintance 
with  Anatomy,  no  one,  it  is  now  universally  admitted,  can 
attain  much  eminence  as  a physiologist.  Of  your  qualifica- 
tions as  a Lecturer  I cannot  speak  from  personal  experience ; 
and  I mention  this  explicitly,  because  I do  not  wish  my  tes- 
timony to  pass  current  for  more  than  it  is  worth  on  a point 
of  such  vital  importance  to  the  interests  of  the  University. 


Hut  1 feel  perfectly  justified  in  stating,  that  1 have,  for  some 
years  past, often  heard  your  pupils  express  themselves  strong- 
ly in  praise  of  the  clearness  and  method  of  your  expositions, 
of  the  patient  kindness  with  which  you  were  ever  ready  to 
aid  them  in  their  difficulties,  and  of  the  interest  in  the  sub- 
jects which  your  own  zeal  excited  in  their  minds.  1 have, 
therefore,  myself  no  doubt  that  you  do  possess  in  a high  de- 
gree that  most  indispensable  of  all  qualifications  for  a pro- 
fessor, viz.  the  power  of  imparting  \our  knowledge  to  others 
in  such  a way  as  at  once  to  secure  its  accurate  comprehen- 
sion by  your  hearers,  and  to  fix  their  attention  and  rouse 
their  zeal : but  as  I have  not  heard  you  lecture  I cannot 
urge  my  opinion  upon  others,  as  entitled  to  implicit  confi- 
dence. Should  you  be  the  successful  Candidate,  I feel  as- 
sured, from  your  talents,  activity,  steady  perseverance,  and 
extensive  research,  that  you  will  fulfil  the  duties  of  the  Chair 
with  great  credit  and  success. — Believe  me,  my  Dear  Sir, 
yours  very  truly, 

ANDREW  COMl!P,. 

Dr  Allen  Thomson,  80  George  Street. 


XIV. 

From  David  Craigie,  M.D.  F.R.S.E.  &e. 

Edinburgh,  43  Queen  Street,  15/A  Sept.  1841. 

1 have  known  Dr  Allen  .Thomson  for  many  years,  and  I 
can  most  justly  and  conscientiously  bear  testimony  to  the 
extent  and  the  accuracy  of  his  information  in  anatomical 
and  physiological  science. 

Dr  Thomson  has  received  a most  excellent  education, 
general  and  medical,  under  the  eye  of  his  father,  whose 
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knowledge,  learning,  and  talents,  are  too  well  known  to  re- 
quire the  support  of  my  testimony  ; and  he  has  further  en- 
joyed the  advantage  of  studying  in  several  of  the  most  emi- 
nent Continental  schools. 

For  several  years  past  Dr  Thomson  has  devoted  himself 
particularly  to  the  study  of  Anatomy  and  Physiology  ; and  in 
teaching  these  sciences  in  this  city  has  been  deservedly  much 
esteemed  for  his  clear  method  of  lecturing  and  demonstra- 
tion in  the  former  department,  and  the  extent  of  his  know- 
ledge, as  well  as  the  great  precision  and  the  correct  views 
which  he  gave  in  the  latter  science. 

In  Physiology,  he  has  remarkably  distinguished  himself 
by  the  novelty  and  accuracy  of  his  researches,  especially  in 
the  history  of  the  Development  of  the  Ovum,  in  which  the 
facts  ascertained  by  him  have  now  become  an  integrant  part 
of  the  science,  and  have  invested  his  name  with  deserved 
celebrity. 

These  researches,  and  his  observations  and  views  on  the 
Capillary  Circulation,  give  evidence,  not  only  of  thorough 
knowledge  of  the  subject,  but  of  great  ingenuity  and  perse- 
verance, and  a degree  of  clearness  and  soundness  of  judg- 
ment rarely  equalled.  In  the  latter  circumstance,  indeed, 
Dr  Thomson  appears  to  particularly  excel ; and  I can  scarcely 
mention  any  one  that  1 know,  either  personally  or  by  his 
writings,  who  unites  so  large  a proportion  of  care  in  observ- 
ing, and  coolness  and  clearness  in  drawing  conclusions,  as  I 
have  observed  in  him. 

From  these  circumstances  it  cannot  be  wonderful  that  I 
give  my  opinion  that  Dr  Thomson  possesses  peculiar  quali- 
fications for  enabling  him  to  teach  Anatomy  and  Physiology 
with  judgment,  method,  and  perfect  efficiency.  I scarcely, 
indeed,  can  name  any  one  among  my  friends  who  possesses 
so  many  of  the  conditions  requisite,  in  my  opinion,  to  con- 
stitute an  able  and  successful  teacher  of  these  branches. 


DAVID  CBAIGIE. 
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No.  XV. 

From  J.  H.  Davidson,  M.D.  formerly  President  of 
the  Royal  College  of  Physicians,  Arc. 

Edinburgh,  July  26.  1842. 

I have  much  pleasure  in  giving  testimony  as  to  the  qua- 
lifications of  Dr  Allen  Thomson  for  teaching  Anatomy  and 
Physiology,  being  acquainted  with  no  individual  more  com- 
petent for  giving  instruction  in  those  important  branches  of 
medical  study. 

Dr  Allen  Thomson  has  had  the  advantage  of  a liberal 
education,  both  general  and  professional,  under  the  super- 
intendence of  his  father,  the  eminent  Dr  John  Thomson, 
lie  has  zealously  cultivated  unusually  good  natural  talents, 
and  devoted  much  time  and  attention  to  the  acquisition  of 
minute  and  accurate  knowledge  of  descriptive,  general,  and 
pathological  anatomy ; and  he  has  proved  himself,  by  valuable 
treatises,  to  be  a laborious,  cautious,  and  ingenious  physiolo- 
gist. 

As  a Lecturer  upon  Anatomy  and  Physiology,  1 know  that 
Dr  Allen  Thomson  possesses  the  faculty,  so  essential  to  a 
teacher,  of  interesting,  while  he  instructs,  those  who  look  to 
him  for  information,  and  that  he  has  already  acquired  the 
character  of  being  useful,  conscientious,  and  attractive,  in 
the  performance  of  his  duties. 

As  a Teacher,  therefore,  of  the  kindred  subjects  of  Ana- 
tomy and  Physiology,  either  combined,  or  separated  as  they 
should  be  on  account  of  their  extent  and  importance,  I 
consider  Dr  Allen  Thomson  to  be  a most  valuable  acquisi- 
tion to  any  University. 


J.  HENKY  DAVIDSON. 
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No.  XVI, 


From  John  Davy,  M.D.,  F.R.S.L.&E.,  Inspector 
of  Hospitals,  Author  of  various  Works  on  Physio- 
logical and  other  subjects,  &c.  &c. 

33  Charlotte  Square, 
Ah<ju  ft  11.  1042. 

1 have  much  satisfaction  in  expressing  the  very  high  opi- 
nion I have  formed  of  Dr  Allen  Thomson,  both  as  an  ori- 
ginal inquirer,  and  as  a Lecturer  ; and,  in  connection  witli 
this  opinion,  my  belief  that  he  is  eminently  qualified  to  fill 
the  Chair  of  Physiology  or  of  the  Institutes  of  Medicine, 
now  vacant  in  the  University  of  Edinburgh. 

J.  DAVY. 


No.  XVII. 

From  the  Rev.  John  Fleming,  D.D.,  Professor  of 
Natural  Philosophy  in  the  King’s  College  and 
University  of  Aberdeen,  Author  of  the  Philo- 
sophy of  Zoology,  and  various  other  Works. 

King’s  College,  Aberdeen, 
September  10.  1841. 

Having  been  requested  to  express  my  opinion  of  the  fit- 
ness of  Dr  Allen  Thomson  for  discharging  the  duties  of  a 
Professor  of  Anatomy  and  Physiology,  I do  most  willingly 
bear  my  humble  testimony  to  his  pre-eminent  qualifica- 
tions. 

He  is  well  known  to  possess  all  the  advantages  of  a vi- 
gorous mind,  trained  by  a judicious  general  education  and 
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extensive  opportunities  of  intercourse  with  soeiety  in  dif- 
ferent parts  of  Europe.  With  these  are  united  an  agreeable 
temper,  prudence,  and  good  taste. 

Dr  Thomson  likewise  possesses  all  the  qualifications 
which  result  from  a liberal  professional  education,  conducted 
under  peculiarly  favourable  circumstances.  The  papers 
which  he  lias  communicated  to  the  public  on  subjects  con- 
nected with  Anatomy  and  Physiology,  furnish  very  satis- 
factory examples  of  extensive  erudition  and  patient  research. 
To  a minute  and  accurate  acquaintance  with  the  internal 
structure  of  organized  beings,  he  adds  enlarged  philosophi- 
cal views  of  their  functions  and  relations,  and  thus  happily 
combines  the  higher  qualities  of  the  anatomist  and  physio- 
logist. 

With  such  convictions  on  my  mind,  I can  have  no  hesita- 
tion in  predicting  that  Dr  Alien  Thomson  would  greatly 
extend  the  reputation  of  any  School  of  Medicine,  as  a 
Teacher  of  Anatomy  and  Physiology,  by  his  knowledge  and 
zeal,  and  contribute  to  the  happiness  of  his  colleagues  by 
his  private  worth. 

JOHN  FLEMING. 


No.  XVIII. 

From  John  Gairdner,  M.D.,  formerly  President  of 
the  ltoyal  College  of  Surgeons  of  Edinburgh,  &c. 

Edinburgh,  June  23.  1842. 

I beg  to  offer  it  as  my  opinion,  that  Dr  Allen  Thomson 
is  exceedingly  well  qualified  to  he  a Professor  or  Lecturer, 
either  on  Anatomy  or  on  Physiology,  in  any  University  or 
Seminary  of  Medical  Education,  in  which  the  services  of 
a teacher  of  cither  of  these  branches  may  be  required. 
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This  opinion  is  not  formed  hastily,  nor  on  slight  and  in- 
sufficient grounds,  but  rests  on  the  following  considera- 


tions : — 


1*7,  My  knowledge  of  his  literary  contributions  to  these 
departments  of  science,  many  of  which  I have  not  merely 
read  with  interest,  but  studied  with  care  for  the  sake  of  the 
valuable  information  which  they  contain. 

2d,  The  fact,  that,  as  Professor  of  Anatomy  at  Aberdeen, 
and  as  a Private  Lecturer  here,  he  has  given  public  instruc- 
tions in  these  departments  with  the  greatest  ability  and 
success.  I have  had  many  opportunities  of  hearing  him 
lecture,  and  have  found  that  he  unites  perfect  mastery  over 
his  subject  with  great  facility  of  expressing  his  thoughts 
and  of  sustaining  the  attention  of  his  auditors.  That  these 
qualities  are  duly  valued  by  the  students  is  evident  from 
the  large  size  of  his  classes  last  winter. 

3d,  The  fact,  that  he  has  attained,  by  means  ot  the  con- 
tributions already  mentioned,  to  a high  reputation  as  an 
original  inquirer  in  these  two  departments,  and  that  at  a com- 
paratively early  period  of  his  life.  I can  appeal  confidently 
to  the  sense  of  the  profession  for  the  correctness  ot  this 
statement ; and  I know  that  it  can  be  substantiated  by  the 
production  of  the  recorded  sentiments  of  some  of  those  who 
stand  high  in  the  departments  alluded  to. 

4 th,  A great  number  of  practitioners  of  this  place,  many 
of  them  of  my  own  standing,  and  some  of  them  my  seniors, 
have  attended  this  season  his  lectures  on  Foetal  Develop- 
ment, an  important  department  of  Anatomy  and  Physiology, 
on  which  his  writings  have  thrown  much  light,  and  on 
which  his  information  in  universally  esteemed  to  be  inferior 


o that  of  no  one  else,  here  or  elsewhere. 

5 th.  He  has  enjoyed  unusual  advantages  of  education  m 
he  profession  which  he  has  selected.  He  is  the  son  of  one 
,f  the  most  learned  and  most  able  teachers  ot  whom  oui 
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School  of  Medicine  can  boast,  and  has  been  educated  under 
his  father’s  superintendence.  From  what  I have  already 
said,  it  will  be  obvious,  that  this  great  and  undeniable  ad- 
vantage has  not  been  thrown  away,  but  has  been  bestowed 
upon  one  whose  tastes  and  talents  enabled  him  to  profit 
by  it. 

I have  only  to  add,  in  matters  not  professional,  that  Dr 
Thomson  is  a man  of  excellent  general  information  and 
education,  and  that  he  is  in  point  of  moral  character  per- 
fectly unexceptionable. 

JOHN  GAIRDNER,  M.  D. 


No.  XIX. 


From  David  Hay,  M.  D.,  formerly  President  of  the 
Royal  College  of  Surgeons  of  Edinburgh,  &e. 

Mv  Dear  Sir,  7 Queen  Street,  Jmte  23.  1842. 

I have  much  pleasure  in  offering  my  unqualified  testi- 
mony to  your  ability  to  teach  Anatomy  and  Physiology, 
separate  or  conjoined,  and  this  testimony  1 found  upon  the 
knowledge  I have  of  your  successful  career  as  a teacher  of 
these  branches  of  medicine,  both  in  Edinburgh  and  Aber- 
deen, and  also  upon  the  opportunity  I have  this  summer 
enjoyed  of  attending  your  Lectures  and  Demonstrations  on 
the  Development  of  the  Fcetus,  a subject  of  deep  interest, 
and  at  the  same  time  of  great  difficulty,  and  which,  I will 
venture  to  say,  was  never  illustrated  with  more  perspicuity 
in  this  or  any  other  School  of  Medicine  in  Great  Britain. 

You  possess  the  faculty  of  riveting  the  attention  of  your 
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audience,  whilst  you  smooth  the  difficulties  and  intricacies 
of  your  subject  by  the  clearness  and  precision  of  your  lan~ 
guage ; and  I am  aware  that  few  individuals  have  cultiva- 
ted Anatomy  and  Physiology  with  equal  zeal,  or  with  the 
same  power  of  communicating  their  acquirements  to  others. 
Believe  me,  yours  sincerely, 


To  Dr  Allen  Thomson. 


DAVID  HAY. 


No.  XX. 

From  Robert  Liston,  Esq.  F.R.S.  Surgeon  to  the 
North  London  Hospital,  and  Professor  of  Clinical 
Surgery  to  University  College,  London. 


5 Clifford  Street,  London, 
Sept.  6.  1041. 

Dr  Allen  I homson  has  been  very  favourably  known  to 
me  for  many  years  as  a most  accomplished  and  zealous  ana- 
tomist and  physiologist.  His  various  Papers  shew  great 
research  and  ability.  Dr  Thomson  has  proved  himself  to 
be  a good  and  efficient  teacher,  and  would,  in  my  opinion, 
add  lustre  to  any  school  to  which  he  may  be  attached. 


ROBERT  LISTON. 
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No.  XXI. 


From  David  Maclagan,  M.D.,  F.H.S.E.,  Surgeon 
to  the  Queen ; formerly  President  of  the  Royal 
College  of  Surgeons  of  Edinburgh,  &c. 

Edinbvrgh,  June  27.  1842. 

Having  known  Dr  Allen  Thomson  from  his  early  years, 
and  had  opportunity  from  constant  intercourse  to  observe 
his  character  and  acquirements,  I feel  justified  in  express- 
ing the  highest  opinion  of  his  moral  worth  and  professional 
eminence.  * 

Dr  Allen  Thomson,  after  enjoying  here  under  the  guid- 
ance of  his  distinguished  father,  the  advantages  of  an  ex- 
cellent education  in  literature,  and  in  general  and  medical 
science,  pursued  his  studies  at  the  most  celebrated  Schools 
of  the  Continent,  and  by  his  knowledge  of  modern  languages, 
was  enabled  amply  to  avail  himself  of  the  instruction  they 
afforded.  Thus  well  prepared,  Dr  Allen  Thomson  has,  for 
many  years,  devoted  himself  more  especially  to  the  depart- 
ments of  Anatomy  and  Physiology,  and  by  his  lectures  and 
writings,  has  fully  realized  the  promise  of  scientific  reputa- 
tion. which  his  excellent  natural  talents,  sound  judgment, 
zeal,  and  industry,  had  early  held  out. 

His  course  of  Lectures  this  summer  on  the  Development 
of  the  Foetus  in  the  human  species,  and  in  various  animals, 
has  attracted  the  attendance  of  many  of  the  seniors  in  the 
profession ; and  by  the  knowledge  he  displays  of  this  intri- 
cate subject,  and  the  clearness  with  which  he  elucidates  it, 
he  has  commanded  the  attention  and  excited  the  interest  of 
both  the  old  and  young  of  his  audience.  I feel  confidence 
in  expressing  the  opinion,  that  by  his  general  and  profes- 
sional acquirements,  ardour  in  philosophical  research,  and 
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power  of  communicating  instruction,  Dr  Allen  Thomson  is 
admirably  qualified  to  be  a teacher  of  Anatomy  and  Physio- 
ogy ; and  at  the  same  time  by  bis  reputation  as  a Physio- 
legist  at  home  and  abroad,  to  uphold  and  extend  the  fame 
of  the  University  and  Medical  School  of  Edinburgh. 

DAVID  MA  CL  A GAN. 


No.  XXII. 

From  Sir  W illiam  Newbigging,  formerly  President 
of  the  Royal  College  of  Surgeons,  &c. 


Edinburgh,  29  IIehiot  Row, 
June  28.  1042. 

I embrace  with  great  pleasure  the  opportunity  afforded 
me  of  expressing  the  very  high  opinion  I entertain  of  Dr 
Allen  Thomson’s  varied  talents  and  attainments. 

Dr  Thomson  has  been  known  to  me  for  many  years  as  a 
zealous  and  successful  cultivator  of  the  sciences  of  Anatomy 
and  Physiology,  the  boundaries  of  which  he  has  been  very 
instrumental  in  extending  by  his  well-known  investigations, 
into  many  intricate,  and  hitherto  obscure  points,  connected 
with  these  subjects.  In  these  inquiries  he  has  displayed, 
in  an  eminent  degree,  great  soundness  of  judgment,  com- 
bined with  a philosophical  accuracy  of  induction  so  strictly 
necessary  in  scientific  pursuits. 

Dr  Thomson,  as  a Lecturer,  has  been  remarkably  success- 
ful, having  acquired  well  merited  popularity  amongst  the 
students ; and  I have  had  occasion  to  admire  the  extremely 
clear  and  fluent  manner  in  which  he  communicates  infor- 
mation to  others.  His  urbanity  of  manner,  and  upright  and 
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honourable  conduct,  have  rendered  him  justly  esteemed  by 
the  profession. 

I feel  confident  that  I)r  Thomson  is  eminently  qualified 
to  discharge  the  duties  of  Professor  of  Anatomy  and  Physi- 
ology with  great  credit  to  himself,  and  honour  to  the  insti- 
tution with  which  he  may  be  connected. 

WILL.  NEWBIGGING. 


No.  XXIII. 

From  J.  M.  Pagan,  M.D.,  Professor  of  Midwifery  in 
the  University  of  Glasgow,  Physician  to  the  Lying- 
in  Hospital,  &c.  &c. 

University  or  Glasgow, 
Avtjutt  15.  1842. 

1 take  great  pleasure  in  bearing  testimony  to  the  eminent 
qualifications  of  Dr  Allen  Thomson,  and  to  his  peculiar  fit- 
ness for  the  Chair  of  the  Institutes  of  Medecine. 

Dr  Thomson  is  well  known  to  the  scientific  world  as  a 
most  distinguished  Anatomist,  and  his  contributions  upon 
some  of  the  most  difficult  and  obscure  subjects  of  Physio- 
logy have  obtained  for  him  a high  European  reputation ; 
and  I have  reason  to  know,  that  his  writings  are  held  in 
the  highest  repute  by  those  who  have  been  most  successful 
in  the  pursuit  of  similar  subjects.  Dr  Allen  Thomson  has 
the  faculty  of  expressing  his  ideas  in  the  most  lucid  man- 
ner, and  I have  had  the  pleasure  of  listening  to  Anatomical 
demonstrations  by  him,  which  appeared  to  me  to  be  perfect 
models  of  order,  clearness,  and  precision. 


J M.  PAGAN. 


XXIV. 


From  Richabd  Quain,  F.K.S.,  Professor  of  Anatomy 
in  University  College,  London,  &c. 

London,  7 th  Sept.  1841. 

Dr  Allen  Thomson  lias  been,  during  some  years,  highly 
distinguished  by  the  important  Anatomical  researches  which 
he  has  conducted  ; and  he  has  been  in  like  manner  most 
advantageouslyknown  by  writings  which  afford  evidence  of 
most  accurate  and  extensive  knowledge.  His  merit  as  an 
original  observer  and  Teacher  of  Anatomy  and  Physiology 
are  of  the  highest  order,  and,  in  my  judgment,  give  him  indis- 
putable claims.— claims  which,  I cannot  doubt,  would  be  uni- 
versally allowed— to  any  position  that  he  may  aspire  to  in 
these  departments  of  medical  science. 

K.  QUAIN. 


No.  XXV. 

From  Robert  Renton,  M.D.  F.R.C.P,  Consulting 
Physician  to  the  Lying-in  Hospital,  &c. 

My  Dear  Sir  Edinburgh  26  Howe  Street, 

22 a July  1842. 

In  compliance  with  your  request  that  I should  ex- 
press my  opinion  of  your  character  as  an  Anatomist  and 
Physiologist,  I transmit  it  without  the  slightest  hesitation 
or  reserve,  and  only  fear  that  less  weight  may  be  attached 
to  it  than  your  merits  deserve.  I have  great  pleasure  in 
stating,  that  there  is  no  individual  of  your  standing  with 
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whom  I am  acquainted  personally  or  by  reputation  in  this 
or  any  other  country,  who  has  so  early  acquired  for  himself 
as  you  have,  such  highly  deserved  celebrity  in  the  respec- 
tive departments  of  Anatomy  and  Physiology. 

The  zeal,  industry,  and  talent  with  which  you  have  so 
successfully  cultivated  these  two  indispensable  branches  of 
our  profession,  is  best  attested  by  your  valuable  writings 
on  these  subjects,  which  have  earned  for  you  a solid  and 
lasting  fame  wherever  medical  science  is  known  and  duly 
appreciated. 

As  a Teacher,  l have  had  ample  opportunities  of  bearing 
testimony  to  the  natural,  easy,  and  unaffected  manner  of  de- 
livering your  instructions,  conjoined  with  a very  great  faci- 
lity in  imparting  those  instructions  to  your  auditors,  in  lan- 
guage at  once  simple,  eloquent,  and  instructive.  Aware  of 
your  possessing  other  advantages  of  a very  high  character, 
calculated  to  improve  the  feelings,  as  well  as  to  enlarge  the 
understanding  of  your  pupils,  1 can,  with  perfect  sincerity 
for  the  well-being  of  any  institution  with  which  you  in  future 
might  wish  to  be  connected,  express  my  desire  that  any  ap- 
plication you  may  proffer  may  meet  with  that  ready  re- 
sponse to  which  your  high  claims  in  every  respect  so  un- 
doubtedly entitle  you.  Believe  me,  ray  Dear  Sir,  yours  truly, 

ROBERT  RENTON. 


To  Dr  Allen  Thomson. 
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XXVI. 

From  P.  M.  Roget,  M.D.  Sec.  R.S.,  Author  of  the 
Bridgewater  Treatise  on  Physiology,  and  various 
other  Works,  &c. 

Bernard  Street,  London, 
July  14.  1842. 

The  distinguished  reputation  which  Dr  Allen  Thomson 
has  deservedly  acquired  as  a Physiologist,  points  him  out 
as  being  pre-eminently  qualified  to  occupy  the  Chair  of  the 
Institutes  of  Medicine  in  the  University  of  Edinburgh  ; and 
I have  great  pleasure  in  adding  my  testimony  to  that  effect. 

P.  M.  ROGET. 


XXVII. 

From  William  Sharpey,  M.D.  F.R.S.L.  & E.  Pro- 
fessor of  Anatomy  and  Physiology  in  the  London 
University  College,  &c. 

London,  IRA  August  1842. 

I gave  Dr  Allen  Thomson  the  subjoined  testimonial  three 
years  ago,  and  I have  now  great  pleasure  in  renewing  it. 

W.  SHARPEY. 

C8,  Torrington  Square,  London, 
14lA  Sept.  1830. 

I have  been  on  terms  of  the  most  intimate  friendship 
with  Dr  Allen  Thomson  for  the  last  ten  years,  and  from 
1831  to  1836  I was  associated  with  him  in  teaching.  In 
consequence  of  this  long  intimacy,  I have  become  well  ac- 
quainted with  his  character,  his  talents,  and  accomplish- 
ments, as  well  as  the  professional  and  scientific  pursuits  in 
which  he  has  been  engaged ; and  having  been  frequently 
present  at  his  lectures  myself,  and  for  some  time  in  almost 
daily  communication  with  his  pupils,  1 am  enabled  also  to 
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bear  testimony  as  to  the  manner  in  which  he  performs  his 
duties  as  a teacher.  I now  rejoice  to  think  that  there'  is  no- 
thing which  friendship  might  prompt  me  to  say  in  his  be- 
half, which  my  knowledge  of  his  excellent  qualities  will 
not  fully  justify. 

Dr  Thomson  is  a man  of  most  upright  and  honourable 
character,  of  good  temper  and  obliging  disposition.  He  pos- 
sesses great  natural  talents,  and  a remarkably  sound  and 
well  disciplined  understanding ; he  is  regular  and  punctual 
in  all  things,  of  active  habits  and  persevering  industry. 
He  has  had  the  advantage  of  a very  extended  education, 
both  general  and  professional ; he  is  well  versed  in  general 
science,  and  acquainted  with  the  French,  German,  and 
Italian  languages.  He  has  visited  the  chief  medical  schools 
and  scientific  institutions  in  Europe,  and  corresponds  with 
several  of  the  most  eminent  men  of  science  on  the  Conti- 
nent whose  pursuits  are  congenial  with  his  own. 

Dr  Thomson  is  thoroughly  conversant  with  the  subject 
which  he  teaches,  being  both  practically  acquainted  with  it, 
and  well  read  in  the  best  authorities  on  Anatomy  and  Physi- 
ology. His  manner  of  communicating  instruction  is  easy 
and  agreeable,  his  language  ready,  appropriate,  and  per- 
spicuous, and  he  enjoys  uncommon  advantages  as  a teacher, 
by  his  happy  facility  of  contriving  and  executing  such 
illustrations  and  aids  as  are  calculated  to  assist  the  student's 
comprehension  of  difficult  and  intricate  subjects. 

While  Dr  Thomson  thus  possesses,  in  an  eminent  degree, 
the  power  of  communicating  elementary  knowledge,  I know 
of  few  persons  so  well  qualified  as  he  is  to  maintain  a high 
tone  in  their  instructions,  and  to  convey  those  enlightened 
and  philosophical  views  of  the  subjects  taught,  which  are 
calculated  to  bring  into  exertion  the  higher  qualities  of  the 
pupil’s  mind,  elevate  his  pursuits,  and  prepare  him  to  enter 
with  the  greatest  advantage  on  the  subsequent  stages  of 
his  studies. 
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Lastly,  Dr  Thomson  is  endowed  with  great  aptitude  for 
the  prosecution  of  scientific  enquiries,  andhis  variouspublica- 
ons,  embodying  Ins  observations  on  some  of  the  most  intri 

“ d'ffir'‘'  - w*n  « «-  highest  and  most  ££££ 
uestions  in  A natomy  and  Physiology,  have  acquired  for  him 
both  at  home  and  abroad,  a high  reputation  as  a scientific  in- 
to 7i  ,7  r sentiments  it  is  scarcely  necessary  for  me 
to  add  that  I consider  Dr  Alien  Thomson,  in  ail  respects, 
a mirably  qualified  to  discharge  the  duties  of  Professor  of 
Anatomy  or  oi  Physiology  in  any  University  or  Medical 
chool,  and  that  I am  convinced  he  will  contribute  power, 
ully  to  maintain  and  to  advance  the  reputation  of  anv 
Institution  with  which  he  may  be  connected. 

w.  SIIAEPEY. 


No.  XXVIII. 

From  James  Y.  Simpson,  M.D.,  Professor  of  Mid- 
wifery in  the  University  of  Edinburgh,  &c. 

Edinburgh,  August  18-12. 

I believe  Dr  Allen  Thomson  to  be  one  of  the  most  ac- 
complished anatomists  and  physiologists  of  the  present  day, 
and  to  be  admirably  qualified  for  teaching  these  branches  of 
medical  science. 

Dr  Thomson  possesses  a very  extensive  knowledge  of 
the  literature  of  these  subjects.  But  his  great  and  strong 
claims  do  not  rest  on  this  basis  alone.  Dr  Thomson  has 
to  my  knowledge  most  assiduously  and  successfully  devoted 
himself  for  many  years  past  to  the  severe  study  of  minute 
anatomy,  by  the  constant  use  of  the  scalpel  and  microscope  ; 
and  he  has  in  many  points  cleared  up  the  field  of  physiology 
by  his  masterly  observations  and  experiments. 
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There  is  one  department  of  Anatomy  and  Physiology,  viz.. 
: Foetal  Development,  which  is  intimately  connected  with  the 
study  of  Midwifery,  and  on  which,  therefore,  I may  be  per- 
mitted to  give  my  opinion  more  particularly.  I express  my 
own  conviction,  and,  I believe,  the  universal  conviction  of  my 
professional  brethren,  when  I state  that  it  was  to  Dr  Thom- 
son’s writings  and  researches  on  this  subject,  that  British 
medical  science  was  tirst  indebted  for  an  acquaintance  with 
this  difficult  but  most  important  and  extensive  department 
of  anatomical  knowledge.  Dr  Thomson’s  valuable  ori- 
ginal observations  on  this  subject,  and  the  different  masterly 
essays  which  he  has  published  upon  it,  have  procured  for 
him  a high  reputation  throughout  Europe,  and  I believe  he 
is  now  everywhere  looked  upon  as  one  of  the  first  authori- 
ties in  all  points  connected  with  this  branch  of  science. 

I had  the  pleasure  of  attending  the  first  Course  of  Lec- 
tures which  Dr  Thomson  delivered  in  Edinburgh,  and  hence 
can  most  amply  and  sincerely  testify  to  the  remarkable  per- 
spicuity of  arrangement,  fluency  of  diction,  and  powers  of 
description,  which  distinguish  him  as  a Lecturer. 

JAMES  Y.  SIMPSON. 


No.  XXIX 

From  James  Syme,  Esq.,  F.R.S.E.,  Professor  of  Cli- 
nical Surgery  in  the  University  of  Edinburgh,  kc. 

Edinburgh,  12 IK  September  1839. 

Having  been  requested  to  express  my  opinion  of  Dr  Allen 
Thomson’s  qualifications  for  a Professorship  of  Anatomy  and 
Physiology,  I feel  warranted  to  state  that  lie  is  in  every  re- 
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spect  and  m the  highest  degree  qualified  to  discharge  the 
duties  of  such  an  office. 

Dr  1 homson  has  been  long  devoted  to  the  pursuit  of 
Anatomy  and  Physiology,  and  is  intimately  acquainted  with 
organic  structure  and  function,  not  only  in  man  but  in  the  S' 
lower  animals. 

He  is  extremely  well  read  in  the  literature  bearing  on  the 
subjects  of  his  study,  and  has  contributed  to  it  by  his  own 
writings,  which  have  been  favourably  received  by  the  pro- 
fession. He  has  also  shewn,  by  his  success  in  teaching,  that 
he  possesses  the  power  of  communicating  information  in  an 
agreeable  and  instructive  manner.  It  may  be  added,  that 
he  has  had  the  advantage  of  a liberal  education,  and  that  his 
conduct  has  been  uniformly  characterized  by  good  sense  and 
honourable  feeling. 

On  these  grounds,  I entertain  the  opinion  that  Dr  Thom- 
son is  eminently  prepared  to  occupy  a Chair  of  Anatomy 
and  Physiology  with  credit  to  himself  and  benefit  to  all  the 
interests  of  the  Institution  with  which  it  is  connected. 

JAMES  SYME. 

— 

No.  XXX.  1 

From  R.  B.  Todd,  M.D.,  F.R.S.,  and  Professor  of 
Anatomy  and  Physiology  in  King’s  College,  Lon- 
don,  &c. 

London,  October  14.  1839. 

This  is  to  certify,  that  I have  known  Dr  Allen  Thomson 
for  some  years,  and  have  perused  his  various  publications 
with  much  pleasure  and  instruction. 
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I consider  Dr  Allen  Thomson  to  be  among  the  ablest  Ana- 
tomists and  Physiologists  in  this  or  any  other  country  ; and 
eminently  qualified  to  fill  with  advantage  to  the  public  and 
:to  science  a chair  of  Anatomy  and  Physiology. 

R.  B.  TODD 


No.  XXXI. 

From  Thos.  Stewart  Traill,  M.D.  F.R.S.E.,  Pro- 
fessor of  Medical  Jurisprudence  in  the  University  of 
Edinburgh,  &c. 

My  Dear  Sir,  Faikiie,  Ayrshire,  August  18.  1842. 

Your  letter  found  me  in  this  quiet  retreat ; and 
I beg  leave  to  assure  you,  that  ever  since  I came  to  reside 
in  Edinburgh,  1 have  marked  the  assiduity  and  success  with 
which  you  have  long  cultivated  the  various  branches  of  our 
profession,  especially  Physiology,  and  its  kindred  subjects. 

The  high  opinion  which  I was  thus  led  to  form  of 
your  professional  attainments,  has  since  been  fully  confirm- 
ed by  the  approbation  with  which  the  world  has  received 
your  published  Papers  on  different  important  Physiological 
questions.  These  circumstances,  combined  with  the  favour 
with  which  your  pupils  have  received  your  instructions,  and 
your  gentlemanly  manners,  leave  no  doubt  on  my  mind  that 
you  will  prove  an  able  and  acceptable  teacher,  and  will  do 
credit  to  any  school  of  medicine  with  which  you  may  be 
connected.  I am,  my  Dear  Sir,  with  best  wishes  for  your 
success  in  all  your  undertakings,  your  sincere  friend, 

THOS.  STFAVART  TRAILL. 


Dr  Allrn  Thom*on,  Edinburgh. 
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No.  XXXII. 

From  Benjamin  Travers,  F.R.S.,  Surgeon  to  St 

Thomas’s  Hospital,  London,  &c.,  to  William 
Wood,  Esq. 

My  Dear  Wood,  Bruton  Street,  July  1.  1842. 

I entertain  the  highest  opinion  of  Dr 
Allen  Thomson’s  information  and  talents  generally;  but 
especially  in  the  departments  of  Anatomy  and  Physiology, 
in  which  sound  knowledge,  coupled  with  zealous  industry 
and  strict  observation  and  reasoning,  are  at  this  time  inap- 
preciable. 

From  my  opportunities  of  forming  a judgment,  I should 
say  that  the  election  of  Dr  Allen  Thomson  to  the  Chair 
of  Physiology  would  redound  to  the  benefit  of  any  class 
which  had  not  enjoyed  the  advantage  of  Dr  Alison’s  in- 
structions, and  to  the  honour  of  the  University  as  a substan- 
tial accession  of  strength,  under  all  circumstances.  Believe 
me,  my  Dear  Wood,  very  truly  yours, 

BENJAMEN  TRAVERS. 


No.  XXXIII. 

From  Alexander  Tweedie,  M.D.,  F.R.S.,  Phy- 
sician to  the  Fever  Hospital,  and  to  the  Foundling- 
Hospital,  &c. 

London,  12<A  July  1842. 

In  stating  my  opinion  of  the  qualifications  of  Dr  Allen 
Thomson  for  the  Professorship  of  the  Institutes  of  Medicine 
in  the  University  of  Edinburgh,  I feel  that  I am  only  re- 
peating the  sentiments  of  the  profession  throughout  the 
country. 
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His  published  Writings  evince  the  zeal  with  which  he  hits 
pursued  the  investigation  of  many  of  the  more  abstruse  de- 
partments of  Physiology,  and  have  gained  him  the  highest 
reputation  as  one  of  the  most  distinguished  Physiologists  of 
the  present  day. 

Dr  Thomson  has  also  the  great  advantage  of  having 
proved  himself  a most  successful  Lecturer,  as  the  number  of 
pupils  who  have  attended  his  class  evince  ; his  agreeable 
manners  and  amiable  deportment  have  gained  him  general 
esteem,  and  the  warm  friendship  of  an  extensive  cirele 
of  private  friends. 

A.  TWEEDIE. 


No.  XXXIV. 

From  Alexander  Watson,  M.D.,  F.R.C.S.,  Con- 
sulting Surgeon  to  the  Royal  Infirmary. 

61,  Queen  Street, 
Edinburgh,  .1  u/puit  18.  1842. 

1 have  much  pleasure  in  stating  that  I have  known  Dr 
Allen  Thomson  during  the  whole  course  of  his  professional 
pursuits,  and  have  had  occasion  to  remark  the  uniform  zeal 
and  assiduity  with  which  he  applied  himself,  in  order  to  be- 
come accomplished  in  Anatomy  and  Physiology. 

I consider  the  success  which  has  attended  his  labours  to 
be  very  great,  both  as  an  original  investigator,  and  as  a 
teacher.  In  both  of  these  capacities  he  has  shewn  talents 
of  the  highest  order.  His  late  course  of  lectures  on  the 
Development  of  the  Foetus  (which  I attended),  not  only 
commanded  the  attention  of  the  profession,  but  called  forth 
the  general  admiration  of  those  w ho  heard  him. 
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Dr  Thomson’s  mode  of  lecturing  is  simple,  perspicuous, 
and  elegant,  so  that  it  is  both  pleasing  and  instructive. 

I am  therefore  of  opinion,  that  Dr  A.  Thomson  is  not 
only  well  qualified  for  the  vacant  Professorship  of  Physiology 
in  this  University,  but  that  very  few,  if  any,  can  produce 
equal  pretensions  to  the  situation. 

ALEXANDER  WATSON. 


No.  XXXV. 

From  William  Wood,  Esq.,  F.R.S.E.,  formerly 
President  of  the  Royal  College  of  Surgeons,  &c. 

My  Dear  Sir,  Edinburgh,  30 th  June  1842. 

I have  much  pleasure  in  bearing  my 
feeble  testimony  to  your  peculiar  fitness  for  discharging,  in 
any  situation,  the  duties  of  a teacher  of  Anatomy  and  Phy- 
siology, with  advantage  to  medical  science,  with  benefit  to 
the  pupils  who  may  attend  your  lectures,  and  with  credit  to 
yourself. 

I have  long  enjoyed  the  most  favourable  opportunity  of 
becoming  aware  of  your  great  talents  ; and  of  witnessing 
the  zeal,  industry,  and  success  with  which  you  have  devoted 
them  to  the  cultivation  of  medical  science  ; and  more 
particularly  to  the  improvement  and  extension  of  Anatomical 
and  Physiological  knowledge.  I know  well,  too,  the  success 
which  has  attended  your  teaching  of  these  important 
branches  of  medicine,  both  here  and  in  Aberdeen.  I have 
heard  with  much  pleasure  from  some  of  my  professional 
brethren  of  standing  in  the  profession,  how  much  they  havo 
been  delighted  with  the  lectures  you  have  been  lately  de- 
livering on  particular  branches  of  Physiology  to  more  ad- 
vanced students  ; both  on  account  of  the  valuable  informa- 
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tion  which  they  have  deriv  ed  from  them,  and  of  the  verystrik- 
ing  and  agreeable  way  in  which  that  information  was  given. 
I have  to  regret  that  particular  circumstances,  connected 
with  public  professional  duty,  have  deprived  me  of  the  plea- 
sure and  advantage  of  being  present  at  these  Lectures,  and 
of  being  enabled  to  speak  of  them  from  personal  experience. 
I have  no  he.-itation  in  stating  it  to  be  my  opinion,  that  there 
is  no  man  better  qualified  than  yourself  to  do  justice  to  the 
teaching  of  Anatomy  and  Physiology,  in  any  public  situa- 
tion to  which  you  may  be  appointed.  I am,  my  Dear  Sir, 
very  sincerely  yours, 

WILLIAM  WOOD. 


To  Dr  Allen  Thomson. 
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No.  XXXVI. 

From  John  H.  Balfour,  M.D.,  Ediu.,  F.R.S.E.-, 
Regius  Professor  of  Botany  in  the  University  of 

Glasgow,  &c. 

Glasgow,  2G</(  1U42. 

I have  been  intimately  acquainted  with  Dr  Allen  Thom- 
son ever  since  I commenced  my  medical  studies,  and  I have 
had  ample  opportunities  of  observing  his  talents  and  ac- 
quirements. 

He  has  long  distinguished  himself  by  his  Physiological 
and  Anatomical  researches,  and  by  the  minuteness  and  ac- 
curacy of  his  observations.  He  is  well  versed  in  microsco- 
pic investigations,  and  his  experimental  inquiries  have  been 
conducted  in  a most  able  and  successful  manner. 

He  lias  published  several  excellent  Physiological  papers, 
and  he  has  also  read  many  valuable  communications  of  a 
similar  nature  in  the  Medical  and  Natural  History  Societies 
of  Edinburgh.  He  was  one  of  the  first  to  direct  the  atten- 
tion of  British  Physiologists  to  the  obscure  and  difficult 
subject  of  Embryology,  which  he  has  treated  in  a most  able 
manner.  The  beautiful  collection  of  preparations  which  lie 
has  made  to  illustrate  Foetal  Development,  amply  evince 
his  perfect  acquaintance  with  all  the  details  of  this  depart- 
ment of  Science. 

He  delivered  several  courses  of  Lectures  on  the  Institutes 
of  Medicine,  in  which  he  displayed  a thorough  acquaintance 
with  the  whole  range  of  Physiology,  both  Animal  and  Vege- 
table ; and  his  printed  Syllabus  of  these  Lectures  shews 
great  clearness  of  arrangement,  and  a vast  extent  of  phy- 
siological information.  In  regard  to  his  knowledge  of  Ve- 
getable Physiology,  I can  speak  most  decidedly,  as  I have 
often  derived  the  greatest  benefit  from  his  advice  and  as- 
sistance. 
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He  has  been  a most  successful  teacher  of  Anatomy,— a 
science  without  a complete  knowledge  of  which  it  is  im- 
possible for  any  one  to  be  a sound  Physiologist. 

lie  possesses  also  great  facility  of  communicating  infor- 
mation to  others, — expressing  himself  in  a clear  and  lucid 
manner,  and  inspiring  his  pupils  with  zeal  and  enthusiasm. 

On  these  accounts,  I consider  Dr  Allen  Thomson  highly 
qualified  lor  the  situation  to  which  he  now  aspires,  and  I 
am  satisfied  that  his  appointment  to  the  Chair  of  the  In- 
stitutes of  Medicine  will  reflect  credit  on  the  University  of 
Edinburgh. 

J.  Ii.  BALFOUR. 


No.  XXXVII. 

From  Monsieur  Beeschet,  Professor  of  Anatomy  in 
Paris,  &e.,  &c. 

( Translation.) 

Paris,  26th  Auguet  1842. 

I the  undersigned  Doctor  of  Medicine,  Professor  of 
Anatomy  in  the  Faculty  of  Medicine  of  Paris,  Member  of 
the  Institute  (Academy  of  Sciences),  and  of  the  Itoyal  Aca- 
demy of  Medicine,  Surgeon  in  Ordinary  of  the  Hotel  Dieu, 
Physician  to  the  King,  &c.,  certify,  that  I am  acquainted 
with  Mr  Allen  Thomson,  and  that  during  his  stay  in  Paris 
I have  had  frequent  intercourse  \Vith  him,  so  as  to  enable 
me  to  judge  of  his  intellectual  and  scientific  character.  I 
consider  him  as  a man  not  only  very  well  versed  in  all  the 
branches  of  Medical  Science,  but  as  possessing  especially  a 
most  exact  and  extended  knowledge  of  the  sciences  of  Ana- 
tomy and  Physiology,  both  Human  and  Comparative. 

Mr  Allen  Thomson  expresses  himself  in  these  sciences  as 
one  who  has  studied  their  greatest  depths,  and  who  knows 
how  to  distinguish  the  true  from  the  hypothetical.  The 


manner  in  which  he  has  studied  these  sciences  shews  that 
he  is  qualified  to  extend  their  limits,  and  the  facility  with 
which  he  explains  their  doctrines,  proves  that  he  will  be  a 
most  distinguished  Professor.  This  opinion  is  the  result  of 
my  most  deep  and  conscientious  conviction,  and  it  is  justi- 
fied by  the  knowledge  I possess  of  the  numerous  and  excel- 
lent works  which  Mr  Allen  Thomson  has  published  on  the 
science  of  the  Organism  of  Man  and  Animals. 

In  attestation  of  which,  I have  given  the  present  Certifi- 
cate, to  be  used  as  may  be  proper. 

OTLBEJtT  BRESCHET. 


No.  XXXVIII. 

From  Robert  Carswell,  M.D.,  Physician  in  Ordi- 

t * 

nary  to  II.  M.  the  King  of  the  Belgians,  formerly 
Professor  of  General  Pathology  in  London  Univer- 
sity College,  &e.  &<•. 

My  Dear  Sir,  Brussels,  21j<#  1042. 

It  gives  me  great  satisfaction  to  learn  that  you  are 
about  to  become  a Candidate  for  the  Professorship  of  the 
Institutes  of  Medicine  in  the  University  of  Edinburgh,  now 
vacant  by  the  translation  of  Dr  Alison  to  that  of  Practice  of 
Physic  in  the  same  celebrated  School  of  Medicine. 

Knowing  bow  unweariedly  and  successfully  you  have  de- 
voted your  time  to  the  study  of  those  objects  which,  I con- 
ceive, come  within  the  sphere  of  this  branch  of  medicine,  I 
cannot  but  feel  a strong  conviction  of  your  high  qualifica- 
tion for  the  discharge  of  the  important  duties  which  it  in- 
volves. And  of  this  I feel  more  convinced,  when  I reflect 
on  the  extensive  opportunities  you  have  enjoyed  of  acquir- 
ing that  extent  and  kind  of  knowledge  so  peculiarly  ncces- 
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sary  for  the  successful  investigation  of  this  department  of 
the  economy  of  living  beings.  To  this  I may  mid  your  ex- 
perience as  a Public  Teacher,  which  must  have  afforded  you 
the  occasion  of  discovering  and  applying  the  means  best 
calculated  for  communicating  to  the  students  the  knowledge 
you  yourself  possess. 

As  many  of  your  friends  and  admirers  will,  no  doubt,  on 
this  occasion  enter  more  fully  into  details  in  regard  to  the 
qualifications  which  you  possess  for  the  ample  discharge  of  the 
duties  of  the  Professorship  of  the  Institutes  of  Medicine, 
permit  me  to  express  my  best  wishes  for  your  appointment 
to  a situation  which  holds  out  so  much  honour  and  distinc- 
tion to  your  future  labours. — Believe  me,  my  Dear  Sir, 
very  sincerely  yours, 

ROBERT  CARSWELL,  M.D. 

Dr  Allen  Thomson. 


No.  XXXIX. 

From  Robert  Ciiristison,  M.D.,  Sec.  R.  S.,  Profes- 
sor of  Materia  Medica  in  the  University  of  Edin- 
burgh, &c. 

My  Dear  Sir,  IOi'i  August  1842. 

I am  glad  to  find  that  the  conditions  of  the  succes- 
sion to  Dr  Alison,  as  Professor  of  the  Institutes  of  Medi- 
cine in  our  University,  are  such  as  to  induce  you  to  become 
a Candidate  for  the  Chair  ; for  I do  not  know  any  one  more 
able  to  occupy  it  than  yourself,  or  one  whose  election  is  more 
likely  to  benefit  the  University. 

As  a cultivator  of  Anatomy  and  Physiology,  and  espe- 
cially the  latter  science,  your  past  life  has  been  mainly  de- 
voted to  the  most  important  branches  of  the  Institutes  of 
Medicine,  and  to  those  which  alone,  as  it  appears  to  me, 
the  Professor  will  henceforth  be  required  to  teach.  You 
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are  well  known  in  this  and  other  countries  as  an  ardent  and 
successful  original  Inquirer  in  Physiological  Science.  You 
have  likewise  been  already  eminently  successful  as  a Lec- 
turer, and  I have  had  personal  opportunities  of  ascertaining 
that  you  possess  the  faculty  of  communicating  your  ideas, 
even  on  difficult  and  abstruse  subjects,  in  ready  and  perspi- 
cuous language.  Without  these  three  qualifications, — a 
strong  attachment  to  the  subject  to  be  taught, — a name, 
both  abroad  and  at  home  as  an  original  inquirer, — and  un- 
questionable facility  in  imparting  knowledge, — no  man  ought 
to  receive  any  favour  as  a Candidate  for  a Professor’s  Chair 
in  the  Medical  Faculty  of  the  University.  But  where  all 
these  qualifications  are  possessed,  as  1 consider  them  to  be 
in  your  instance,  the  Patrons  of  the  University  can  be  at  no 
loss  to  fill  a vacant  Chair  to  their  satisfaction,  to  that  of 
the  public,  and  to  the  advantage  of  the  Medical  School  of 
Edinburgh. 

1 sincerely  wish  you  success,  and  will  be  too  happy  if  I 
have  the  good  fortune  to  welcome  you  as  a Colleague.  I am 
yours  most  truly, 

K.  CHBISTISON. 

l)r  Allen  Thomson. 


No.  XL. 

From  \\  illiam  Clift,  Es<j.,  F.R.S.,  Conservator  of 
the  Museum  of  the  Royal  College  of  Surgeons,  Lou- 
don, &c.  &e. 

Lincoln’s  Inn  Fields,  27*A  August  1842. 

I have  the  pleasure  of  being  personally  acquainted  with 
Dr  Allen  'Ihomson,  and  know  him  to  be  an  excellent  Ana- 
tomist and  Physiologist.  II  is  writings  in  various  depart- 
ments of  Anatomy  and  Physiology  are  well  known  ; and 
have,  I think,  justly  obtained  for  him  an  extensive  scientific 
reputation  both  at  home  and  abroad. 


The  appointment  of  Dr  Allen  Thomson  to  the  Professor- 
ship of  the  Institutes  of  Medicine  in  the  University  of  Edin- 
burgh would,  in  my  humble  opinion,  prove  highly  advan- 
tageous to  that  University.  13y  attaching  to  the  University 
a man  so  well  known  as  a diligent  and  successful  cultivator 
of  those  branches  of  Medical  Science  which  it  would  be  his 
duty  to  teach,  I can  only  anticipate  a continuance  and  in- 
crease of  reputation  to  the  University  and  to  himself. 

WM.  CLIFT. 


No.  XLI. 

From  John  Colter,  M.D.,  Professor  of  Materia 
Medica  in  the  University  of  Glasgow,  &c.  &c. 

Glasgow,  133  Moore  Place, 
My  Dear  Sir,  23d  August  1842. 

It  will  give  me  great  pleasure  if  any  expression 
of  my  opinion  of  your  qualifications  to  fill  the  Chair  of 
Physiology  in  the  University  of  Edinburgh  can  be  of  use 
to  you.  Well  knowing  how  easily  you  can  procure  the 
highest  names  in  Europe  to  testify  your  distinguished  merits 
as  a Cultivator  of  Anatomy  and  Physiology,  it  would  bo 
equally  superfluous  and  presumptuous  in  me  to  speak  on 
that  point.  I may,  however,  be  permitted  to  state,  that  since 
I have  enjoyed  the  pleasure  and  advantage  of  being  ac- 
quainted with  you,  1 have  had  many  opportunities  of  wit- 
nessing and  admiring  your  ardour  and  success  in  the  pur- 
suit of  knowledge,  your  remarkable  modesty  in  estimating 
your  own  attainments,  the  simplicity  and  perspicuity  of 
your  style  as  a Writer  and  as  a Public  Speaker,  your  attrac- 
tive and  impressive  manner  as  a Demonstrator,  and  your 
peculiar  skill  and  ingenuity  in  devising  illustrations  to  aid 
you  in  communicating  your  knowledge  to  others. 

Taking  these  important  qualifications  into  view  along 
with  your  well  known  eminent  attainments  in  Anatomy  and 


Physiology,  I cannot  in  justice  tlo  less  than  add,  that  I know 
no  one  so  well  qualified  to  undertake  the  important  duties 
of  the  vacant  Chair,  or  so  likely  to  execute  them  with  ad- 
vantage to  science  as  well  as  to  the  University  of  Edin- 
burgh. 1 am,  my  Dear  Sir,  very  truly  yours, 

JOHN  COUPEB. 

Dr  Allen  Thomson. 


No.  XL1I. 

From  M.  Dubreuil,  M.D.,  Professor  of  Anatomy  and 
Physiology  in  the  Faculty  of  Medicine  of  the  X.  ni- 
versity  of  Montpellier,  &c.,  Arc. 

( Translation.) 

My  Dear  Sir,  Montpellier,  30 th  August  1842. 

I am  glad  to  learn  that  the  situation  of  Professor 
of  Physiology  in  the  University  of  Edinburgh  is  now  vacant. 
The  estimation  in  which  I,  or  I should  rather  say  tee,  in 
France,  hold  you  personally  and  your  important  publications, 
and  the  credit  you  have  done  to  a name  already  rendered 
so  justly  celebrated  by  your  worthy  father,  make  me  desire 
and  assure  me  of  your  nomination. 

In  the  event  of  your  appointment,  1 shall  have  occasion 
to  congratulate  your  University,  which  we  admire  and  re- 
spect as  the  classic  ground  of  learning  and  elevated  zeal. 

Your  election  to  the  Physiological  Chair  will  be  to  you 
an  encouragement  to  renewed  exertions  in  the  pursuit  of 
your  valuable  scientific  researches,  among  which  are  parti- 
cularly to  be  distinguished  those  relating  to  Reproduction. 
Accept,  my  Dear  Sir,  the  assurance  of  my  regard  and 
esteem. 


DUBREUIL. 
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No.  XLIII. 

From  Robert  Froriep,  M.D.,  Professor  of  Medicine 
in  the  University  of  Berlin,  Editor  of  the  “ Noti- 
zen  fur  Natur  und  Heilkunde,  &c.  &c. 

( Translation.) 

My  Dear  t riend,  Berlin,  Wth  August  1842. 

I have  learned  with  much  pleasure  from  your  letter 
and  from  the  friends  whom  you  have  introduced  to  my  ac- 
quaintance, that  you  have  returned  to  Edinburgh.  Your 
talents  and  scientific  acquirements  give  you  not  only  a claim, 
but  also  impose  upon  you  the  obligation,  to  seek  a wider 
field  of  activity  than  was  afforded  to  you  in  Aberdeen, 

The  interest  which  I have  always  taken  in  your  labours, 
which  you  might  have  expected  from  my  friendship  alone, 
will  have  been  apparent  to  you  from  the  fact  of  my  having 
communicated  to  my  countrymen,  by  translation,  in  my 
“ Notizen  fur  Natur  und  Heilkunde,”  each  of  your  works 
immediately  after  their  publication.  I can  assure  you  that 
these  works  have  always  been  considered  of  value  in  our 
literature,  and  have  never  been  passed  over  in  silence,  when 
on  the  subjects  of  which  they  treat,  the  testimony  of  a con- 
scientious observer,  enjoying  general  confidence,  was  re- 
quired. 

It  is  desirable,  for  the  sake  of  science,  that  you  should 
obtain  such  a public  station  as  may  enable  you  to  devote 
your  time  and  energy,  still  more  than  heretofore,  to  your 
scientific  pursuits,  and  secure  for  you  the  full  participation 
of  the  rising  physicians  of  your  country  in  the  same  line  of 
study. 

No  part  of  Physiology  is  at  the  present  day  more  con- 
ducive to  the  improvement  of  medicine  than  the  History  of 
Development ; no  point  of  view  more  advantageous  to  the 
teacher  of  Physiology  and  Anatomy,  than  that  in  which  the 
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History  of  Development  forms  the  basis.  This  foundation 
cannot,  however,  be  made  available  in  the  manner  requisite 
for  the  teacher,  w ithout  his  having  himself  been  engaged  in 
■ making  original  researches  and  discoveries.  Hut  you  have 
■by  your  discoveries  in  this  very  field,  acquired  a high  and 
universally  acknowledged  reputation.  On  this  account,  1 
'believe  that  you  are  qualified  in  an  especial  manner  to  pro- 
’ mote  the  scientific  cultivation  of  your  medical  youth.  On 
t this  account  I wish,  for  your  own  sake,  for  that  of  your  eoun- 
: try  and  ours,  that  you  may  hold  a Professorship  of  Anatomy 
or  Physiology  in  one  of  your  larger  Universities ; for  it  is 
• only  in  such  a position  that  the  powers  and  talents  of  a 
i teacher  can  be  fully  developed. 

Believe  me,  that  1 shall  rejoice  for  myself,  and  not  less 
for  our  science,  when  I hear  that  you  have  obtained  a 

public  professorship  in  one  of  your  larger  Universities. 

* * * 

1 am  always  your  true  friend, 

ROBERT  FRORIEP. 

l)r  Allen  Thomson. 


No.  XLIV. 

From  Robert  Graham,  M.I).,  President  of  the 
Royal  College  of  Physicians,  Professor  of  Botanv 
and  Medicine  in  the  University  of  Edinburgh,  &t\ 

J O 7 

G2  Great  Kino  Street, 

My  Dear  i>iR,  241/1  A"gv»t  1042. 

If  you  think  that  any  expression  of  my  opinion 
can  be  of  any  service  to  you  in  your  application  for  the 
Chair  of  the  Institutes  of  Medicine  in  this  University,  I 
have  not  the  slightest  hesitation  in  stating  that  I have  the 
highest  opinion  of  your  natural  talent  and  your  acquired 
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information,  and  know  well  your  zeal,  industry,  and  love  for 
the  science  of  Physiology.  I am  quite  assured  that  you 
will  be  a valuable  acquisition  to  the  medical  school  of  the 
University  if  you  obtain  the  appointment ; and  I beg  you 
will  permit  me  to  add,  that  I shall  with  great  earnestness 
welcome  you  as  a colleague.  Believe  me  yours  most  truly, 

ROBT.  GRAHAM. 

Dr  Allen  Thomson. 


No.  XLV. 

From  Robert  Harrison,  M.D.,  T.C.D,  M.R.I.A., 
Member  of  the  Royal  College  of  Surgeons,  London 
and  Dublin ; Professor  of  Anatomy  and  Surgery  in 
Trinity  College,  Dublin,  &c.  &c. 

1 Hume  Street,  Stephen’s  Green,  Dublin, 
27th  August  1842. 

Although  not  personally  acquainted  with  Dr  Allen  Thom- 
son, I entertain  a very  high  opinion  and  respect  for  his  pro- 
fessional character  and  ability  as  manifested  in  his  several 
writings.  I consider  him  as  eminently  qualified  to  fill  the 
Chair  of  the  Institutes  of  Medicine  in  the  University  of 
Edinburgh. 

The  Institutes  may  be  considered  as  involving  the  Philo- 
sophy of  Medicine  ; and  Dr  Thomson’s  papers  evince  great 
talent  and  taste  for  inquiring  into  the  most  obscure  and 
complicated  parts  of  medical  science,  and  satisfy  me  that  he 
is  peculiarly  fitted  to  discharge  the  duties  of  this  Professor- 
ship with  honour  to  the  University,  and  great  advantage  to 
the  profession. 


ROBERT  HARRISON. 
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No.  XLYI. 

From  John  Hart,  M.D.,  M.R.I.A.,  one  of  the  Pro- 
fessors in  the  School  of  Surgery  of  the  Royal  Col- 
lege of  Surgeous  in  Ireland,  Am*. 

3 Ely  Place,  Dublin, 

My  Dear  Sir,  MW Augutt  1842. 

With  sincere  pleasure  I bear  my  humble 
testimony  to  your  excellent  qualifications  as  a Physiologist. 
My  acquaintance  with  your  Published  Writings  would  lead 
me  to  think  most  favourably  of  your  attainments  in  that 
science,  even  although  1 had  not  the  pleasure  of  knowing 
you  personally ; and  l feel  a strong  conviction  that  no  gen- 
tleman is  more  likely  to  maintain  the  high  character  of 
the  Medical  School  of  Edinburgh,  should  you  be  elected  to 
the  Chair  of  the  Institutes  of  Medicine  in  the  University. 
I am,  my  Dear  Sir,  yours  very  faithfully, 

JOHN  IIART. 

To  Allen  Thomson,  M.D. 


No.  XL VI I. 

From  Wm.  Charles  Henry,  M.D.,  F.R.S.,  and 
G.S.,  formerly  Physician  to  the  Manchester  Royal 
Infirmary,  Ac.,  Ac.,  to  the  Right  Honourable  the 
Lord  Provost  and  Town  Council  of  Edinburgh. 

o 

Hatfield,  near  Ledbury, 

My  Lord  and  Gentlemen,  19<A  A uymt  1842. 

Having  had  the  pleasure  of  knowing  Dr 
Allen  Thomson  upwards  of  fifteen  years,  I am  able  to  bear 
testimony  to  his  marked  predilection  for  the  sciences  of  Ana- 
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tomy  and  Physiology  from  the  commencement  of  his  medi- 
cal studies.  He  very  early  gave  proof  of  an  unusually 
exact  and  comprehensive  knowledge  of  the  literature  of 
those  sciences,  and  of  his  mastery  of  the  higher  doctrines  of 
Philosophical  Anatomy,  in  an  elaborate  Memoir  on  the 
I)e\  elopment  oi  the  Circulation.  He  has  subsequently  cul- 
tivated these  branches  of  Medical  Science  with  unremitting 
ardour,  and  has  contributed  essentially  and  largely  to  their 
advancement. 

I have  a strong  conviction  that  Dr  Thomson’s  profound 
acquirements  in  Descriptive,  Structural,  and  Comparative 
Anatomy,  and  in  the  higher  Physiology,  would  render  him 
a most  efficient  teacher  of  the  Institutes  of  Medicine  in  your 
University,  in  the  well-being  of  which  I shall  ever  feel  the 
liveliest  interest.  I have  the  honour  to  remain,  my  Lord 
and  Gentlemen,  with  great  respect,  yours  sincerely, 

WILLIAM  CHARLES  HENRY. 


No.  XL VIII. 

From  Thomas  Hodgkin,  M.D.,  Lecturer  on  Morbid 
Anatomy  in  Guy’s  Hospital,  Author  of  several 
Works  on  Morbid  Anatomy,  on  Physiology,  Ac. 

Brook  Street,  London,  24,  8,  1842. 
Having  been  informed  that  Dr  Allen  Thomson  is  a Can- 
didate for  the  appointment  of  Professor  of  the  Institutes  of 
Medicine  in  the  University  of  Edinburgh,  I cannot  omit  the 
occasion  of  expressing  my  opinion,  that  the  vacancy  pro- 
duced by  the  transfer  of  my  friend  Dr  Alison  could  not  be 
more  advantageously  filled,  either  as  respects  the  credit  of  the 
University  or  the  instruction  of  the  Students,  than  by  the 
election  of  Dr  Thomson.  I have  had  the  advantage  of  be- 
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ing  acquainted  with  him  for  many  years,  and  I know  that 
his  acquirements  are  extensive  and  sound,  both  as  derived 
from  acquaintance  with  the  labours  of  others,  and  as  the 
fruits  of  his  own  original  investigations.  He  is  eminently 
qualified  to  promote  the  progress  of  his  pupils  by  example 
as  well  as  by  precept,  and  his  nomination  must  contribute 
to  sustain  the  reputation  of  the  medical  school  of  Edin- 
burgh. 

THOMAS  HODGKIN,  M.  D. 


No.  XLIX. 

From  John  Houston,  M.D.,  M.R.I.A.,  Surgeon  to 
the  City  of  Dublin  Hospital,  Lecturer  on  Surgery, 
Curator  of  the  Museum  of  the  Royal  College  of 
Surgeons  in  Ireland,  &o.  &c. 

31  York  Street,  DtJBtrsr, 

2 fit  A Auavtt  1842. 

Having  the  pleasure  of  a personal  acquaintance  with  Dr 
Allen  Thomson,  and  being  fully  in  possession  of  the  cha- 
racter and  value  of  his  scientific  labours,  I feel  that  it  is 
competent  for  me  to  speak  of  his  fitness  for  the  Chair  of  the 
Institutes  of  Medicine  in  Edinburgh. 

Dr  A.  Thomson  is  an  original  observer,  as  well  as  a 
learned  expositor  of  the  science  of  Physiology.  His  inves- 
tigations on  the  Vascular  System,  and  on  Embryology,  have, 
in  themselves,  procured  for  him  a high  rank  among  the 
practical  Physiologists  of  the  day,  and  prove  him  to  be  pos- 
sessed of  all  the  taste,  precision,  and  experience  requisite 
for  the  successful  prosecution  and  teaching  of  so  abstruse  a 
scieuee. 

Dr  Thomson’s  dexterity  and  skill  in  the  use  of  the  mi- 
croscope, his  ready  and  practised  talent  as  a draughtsman, 
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and  liis  knowledge  of  the  art  of  preparing  and  preserving 
anatomical  specimens,  as  shewn  by  his  excellent  Museum, 
are  all  to  be  taken  into  account  in  the  calculation  as  to  his 
fitness  for  the  office  of  a public  instructor. 

Dr  Thomson  is  endowed  with  natural  abilities  of  the  first 
order  ; and  having  been  encouraged  from  his  youth  to  look 
to  the  important  position  to  which  he  now  aspires  as  the 
great  object  and  end  of  his  ambition, — having,  with  a view 
to  such,  received  an  appropriate  liberal  education  under 
circumstances  the  most  favourable,  and  being  early  trained 
to  habits  of  industry  and  of  patient  investigation, — being, 
moreover,  already  so  well  practised  as  a Lecturer  as  to  have 
obtained  for  himself  a high  reputation  for  clearness,  judg- 
ment, and  eloquence  in  delivery,  it  may  in  truth  be  stated, 
that  Dr  Thomson  is  already  fully  prepared  in  every  parti- 
cular for  the  duties  he  proposes  to  undertake.  And,  with 
such  qualities,  it  cannot  be  doubted  that,  should  he  be 
elected  successor  in  office  to  Professor  Alison,  the  eclat 
given  to  the  professorship  by  that  distinguished  gentleman 
will  be  maintained, — public  expectation  will  be  satisfied, — 
and  the  University  benefited  by  the  acquisition. 

JOHN  HOUSTON. 


No.  L. 

From  Francis  Iviernan,  F.R.S.,  Member  of  the 
Senate,  and  Examiner  in  Anatomy  and  Physiology 
in  the  University  of  London,  Ac. 


London,  August  11142. 

My  acquaintance  with  the  writings  of  Dr  Allen  Thomson 
has  impressed  me  with  the  highest  opinion  of  his  talents 


and  attainments  as  a Physiologist,  and  of  his  capacity  for 
conducting  physiological  investigations;  and  having  under- 
stood that  he  is  a Candidate  for  the  Chair  of  Physiology  in 
the  University  of  Edinburgh,  l have  no  hesitation  in  stat- 
ing that  I consider  him  eminently  qualified  for  the  office, 
and  that  1 feel  satisfied  he  will,  if  elected,  materially  con- 
tribute to  maintain  the  high  character  of  the  University. 

FRANCIS  KIEENAN. 


No.  LI. 

From  Richard  Owen,  F.R.S.,  Hunterian  Professor 
in  the  Royal  College  of  Surgeons,  London,  Author 
of  numerous  Memoirs  on  Comparative  Anatomy 
and  Physiology,  &e.  &c. 


London.  2G//i  Augutt  1842. 

Dr  Allen  Thomson’s  published  Works  on  Anatomy  and 
Physiology,  his  long  experience  as  a teacher  of  these  sciences, 
and  the  estimation  in  which  his  various  and  valuable  re- 
searches are  held  both  at  home  and  abroad,  bear  sufficient 
testimony  to  his  qualifications  for  the  Professorship  of  the 
Institutes  of  Medicine  in  the  University  of  Edinburgh.  I 
beg  to  offer,  from  many  years  acquaintance  with  Dr  A. 
Thomson,  my  own  conviction  of  the  great  value  of  his  ser- 
vices to  the  l Diversity  in  the  event  of  his  election  to  the 
vacant  Chair. 


RICHARD  OWEN. 
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No.  LII. 

From  JIaury  Rainy,  M.D.,  Professor  of  Medical 
Jurisprudence  in  the  University  of  Glasgow,  &c. 

University  of  Glasgow, 

20 th  Avgust  1842. 

My  personal  acquaintance  with  Dr  Allen  Thomson  has 
been  of  short  duration  ; but  having  lectured  for  six  years  on 
the  Institutes  of  Medicine,  I have  had  occasion  to  pay  a special 
attention  to  those  subjects  with  which  he  has  been  chiefly 
occupied ; and  I have  thus  had  ample  opportunities  of  ob- 
serving the  zeal  and  talent  with  which  he  has  illustrated 
some  of  the  most  intricate  parts  of  medical  science. 

The  papers  which  he  has  successively  published  have 
contributed  materially  to  extend  the  knowledge  of  minute 
Anatomy  and  Physiology  in  this  country.  While  they  ex- 
hibit a familiar  and  extensive  acquaintance  with  all  the  re- 
cent discoveries,  they  also  evince  a decided  talent  for  ori- 
ginal investigation,  united  with  an  acute  and  sound  judg- 
ment. 

In  communicating  his  view's  to  others,  Dr  Thomson  is 
remarkably  distinguished,  both  in  his  writings  and  oral  lec- 
tures, by  the  perspicuity  of  his  language  and  arrangement, — 
a quality  of  indispensable  importance  to  a Public  Teacher, 
and  without  which  the  greatest  learning  and  highest  talents 
may  prove  unavailing. 

I am  not  acquainted  with  any  person  in  this  country,  in 
all  respects  more  eminently  qualified  than  Dr  Thomson  for 
the  chair  of  the  Institutes  of  Medicine  ; and  I am  persuaded 
his  appointment  w'ould  conduce  much  to  sustain  the  fame  of 
the  University  of  Edinburgh,  and  promote  the  interests  of 
Medical  Science. 


HARRY  RAINY. 
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No.  UII. 

From  John  Scott,  M.D.,  F.R.r.  Surg.  Edin.,  Sur- 
geon Extraordinary  to  the  Queen  for  Scotland,  &e. 
&c. 

12  Howe  Street,  Edinburgh, 
My  Dear  Sir,  3</  Skpt.  1842. 

Allow  me  to  express  my  sincere  wishes  for  the 
success  of  your  present  canvass  for  the  Professorship  of  the 
Institutes  of  Medicine,  believing,  as  I do,  that  there  is  no 
individual  better  qualified  than  yourself  to  fill  this  import- 
ant Chair  in  the  University.  The  proofs  that  you  are  so, 
are  already  before  the  profession ; and  to  these  permit  me 
to  add  the  following  passage,  which  1 have  just  met  with  in 
the  recently  published  “ Precis  d’Anatomie  transcendent© 
appliquee  a la  Physiologic,’’  by  M.  Serves  of  Paris,  whose 
researches  in  some  of  the  most  recondite  subjects  of  Organ- 
ology have  placed  his  name  among  the  very  first  in  Physio- 
logical science.  “ Next  to  the  double  development  of  the 
Vertebrae,  the  part  of  our  researches  in  Organology,  which 
has  been  the  most  disputed,  is  the  fact  of  the  double  origi- 
nal state  of  the  Aorta,  and  the  subsequent  conversion  of  the 
two  aortas  into  a single  central  vessel.  This  observation, 
one  of  the  most  important  in  the  theory  of  developments 
and  formations,  has  been  repeated  by  Dr  Allen  Thomson, 
one  of  our  most  celebrated  modern  Embryologists.  The 
mode  in  which  he  has  proceeded  to  verify  this  fact  has  given 
it  such  a character  of  certainty,  that  we  consider  it  our  duty 
to  quote  the  following  passage  from  his  memoir.”  Here 
follows  a very  long  transcript  from  the  French  translation 
of  your  Memoir  on  the  Development  of  the  Vascular  Sys- 
tem in  Vertebrated  Animals. 

With  best  wishes,  I remain,  my  Dear  Sir,  yours  most 
truly, 


JOHN  SCOTT 
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No.  LIV. 

P rom  Claudius  T areal,  M.D.,  Paris,  formerly  Sur- 
geon-Major in  the  Polish  Army,  Author  of  several 
Memoirs  on  Medical  and  Surgical  subjects,  &c. 

C Rue  Castiglione,  Paris, 

My  Dear  Sir,  28i/t  August  1842. 

I have  never  given  my  feeble  testimony  in  fa- 
vour of  a Candidate  with  more  pleasure  than  in  this  instance. 
Your  various  contributions  to  science  have  always  received 
my  careful  attention,  and  I can  assure  you  they  are  much 
admired  upon  the  Continent.  It  would  be  well  for  you  if 
the  chances  of  success  in  your  forthcoming  trial  were  based 
upon  the  merits  of  your  labours,  for  I think  few  of  your 
competitors  would  give  more  general  satisfaction.  Your 
printed  W orks  are  universally  esteemed  for  their  accurate 
and  minute  research,  for  their  sound  erudition,  and  likewise 
for  their  originality  of  thought.  Your  intimate  knowledge 
of  the  French,  German,  and  Italian  literatures  can  scarcely 
be  surpassed,  which  is  an  immense  advantage  in  these  days, 
when  so  many  valuable  publications  are  constantly  issuing 
from  the  pens  of  Continental  writers.  Your  proficiency  in 
Anatomy  and  Physiology,  so  essential  for  the  investigation 
of  diseases,  the  appreciation  of  their  symptoms,  and  the  ex- 
planation of  their  phenomena,  is  such  as  seldom  falls  to  the 
share  of  the  Physician,  who  too  frequently  is  little  conver- 
sant with  these  branches  of  science,  although  they  may  very 
justly  be  called  the  polar  stars  of  Medicine. 

In  selecting  you  for  the  honour  of  the  Professorship  of  the 
Institutes  of  Medicine,  Edinburgh,  will  confer  a favour  upon 
Science,  will  encourage  the  labours  of  one  of  her  young  and 
most  devoted  followers,  and  will  prove,  what  too  rarely 
occurs,  that  the  son  is  worthy  of  treading  in  the  same  path 
as  the  father,  whose  long  established  celebrity  has  thrown 
so  much  lustre  on  his  name. 

Wishing  you  every  success,  believe  me,  my  Dear  Sir, 
very  sincerely  yours, 

CLAUDIUS  TARRAL. 
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No.  LV. 

From  Dr  Frederick  Tiedemann,  Professor  of  Ana- 
tomy and  Physiology  in  the  University  of  Heidel- 
berg, kc.,  &c. 

Heidelberg,  Augutt  1842. 

The  undersigned  takes  pleasure  in  hereby  stating,  that 
he  is  well  acquainted  with  Dr  Allen  Thomson,  the  son  of 
the  celebrated  Professor  Thomson  of  Edinburgh,  as  a gen- 
tleman of  great  scientific  attainments  ; not  alone  from  his 
Anatomical  and  Physiological  writings,  but  also  from  per- 
sonal acquaintance  with  him.  He  is  also  persuaded,  that  he 
will  be  an  excellent  Teacher  of  Anatomy  and  Physiology, 
as  useful  to  his  scholars  as  to  the  sciences. 


F.  TIEDEMANN. 


No.  LVI. 

From  R.  Willis,  M D.,  Physician  to  the  Royal  In- 
firmary for  Children,  Lecturer  on  the  Principles 
and  Practice  of  Medicine,  Author  of  various  works 
on  Practical  Medicine,  &c. 

London,  Dover  Street,  M & epL  1842. 

Having  been  personally  acquainted  with  Dr  Allen  Thom- 
son for  a considerable  number  of  years,  I have  the  greatest 
pleasure  in  bearing  testimony  to  the  zeal  and  success  with 
which  he  devotes  himself  to  the  cultivation  of  Anatomy  and 
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Physiology.  Every  medical  man,  indeed,  who  is  in  any  way 
conversant  with  the  science  of  his  profession,  must  feel  him- 
self Dr  Thomson’s  debtor  for  his  original  enquiries  into  the 
subject  of  Embryology,  and  for  his  luminous  exposition  of 
various  others  of  the  more  abstruse  and  difficult  matters  in 
Physiology.  Even  from  his  boyhood.  Dr  Allen  Thomson 
has  shown  a decided  taste  for  the  study  of  Anatomy  and 
Physiology,  and  having  gone  on  to  educate  himself  as  a 
teacher  of  these  sciences,  or  rather  of  this  science,  for  they 
are  one  and  indivisible,  he  may  be  said  to  have  passed  his 
life  in  making  and  improving  opportunities  to  extend  his 
knowledge  of  the  structure  and  functions  of  man  and  the 
lower  animals. 

I would  haAre  gone  on  to  bear  witness  to  Dr  Allen  Thom- 
son’s singular  fitness  for  undertaking  the  arduous  and  re- 
sponsible duties  of  a Teacher  of  Anatomy  and  Physiology, 
had  he  not  first,  as  a Private  Lecturer  in  Edinburgh,  and 
next,  as  Professor  in  the  Marischal  College  of  Aberdeen, 
given  ample  proof  of  his  power  to  impart  in  the  best  man- 
ner the  copious  stores  of  information  which  he  has  accumu- 
lated. 

On  the  whole,  I believe  that  there  is  no  man  in  this 
country  better  prepared  to  take  on  himself  the  duty  of  a 
Chair  of  Physiology  or  Institutes  of  Medicine.  I am  cer- 
tain that  there  is  none  who,  by  the  pains  he  has  taken  and 
the  evidence  he  has  given  of  ability,  can  shew  higher  claims 
to  the  consideration  and  confidence  of  his  professional  breth- 
ren, and  of  the  public  at  large,  than  Dr  Allen  Thomson. 


It.  WILLIS. 
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No.  LVII.* 

From  Dr  John  Reid,  Professor  of  Anatomy  and 
Medicine  in  the  University  of  St  Andrews,  &c.  &c. 

1 6th  September  1041. 

I havo  much  pleasure  in  bearing  testimony  to  the  great 
talents,  and  high  professional  attainments  of  Dr  Allen 
Thomson.  He  has  for  many  years  devoted  himself  with 
great  judgment  and  unwearied  zeal  to  the  prosecution  of 
Anatomy  and  Physiology,  and  his  knowledge  on  these  sub- 
jects is  extensive  and  accurate  in  a very  remarkable  degree. 
His  published  memoirs  and  papers  are  distinguished  not  less 
by  caution,  judgment,  and  strictly  scientific  views,  than  by 
varied,  and  extensive  learning,  and  have  placed  him  deser- 
vedly high  as  an  authority  in  Anatomy  and  Physiology,  in 
this  country,  and  on  the  continent.  Dr  Thomson  also  ex- 
presses himself  readily  and  distinctly  ; and,  having  had  very 
considerable  experience  in  teaching,  possesses  all  the  re- 
quisites of  an  effective  lecturer.  No  one  who  knows  Dr 
Thomson  can  for  a moment  doubt  that  he  is  admirably 
qualified  for  occupying  a chair  of  Anatomy  in  any  University, 
and  that  his  exertions  in  such  a field,  will  reflect  honour  on 
any  Institution  with  which  he  may  be  connected. 

JOHN  REID,  M.D. 


I his  and' the  following  Testimonials  i'  o.,c  printed  after  Dr  Thom- 
sons  election  to  the  Professor- hip  of  the  Institutes  of  Medicine,  in  the 
University  of  Edinburgh. 
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No.  LVIII. 

From  M.  Ducrotay  de  Blainville,  Member  of  the 
Institute  of  France,  Professor  of  the  Faculty  of 

Sciences,  &c.  &c. 

Royal  Garden,  Paris, 

^IR’  3 d September  1842. 

Although  1 am  not  acquainted  with  all  your 
publications  on  the  Science  of  the  Organization  of  Animals, 
1 cannot  but  say  that  those  of  them  I have  read,  and  among 
others,  your  Researches  on  the  Development  of  the  V ascu- 
lar  and  Respiratory  Systems  in  the  Foetus,  and  on  the  Pro- 
duction of  New  Bloodvessels  in  "Wounds,  &c.,  have  deeply 
interested  me  from  the  difficulty  and  importance  of  the  sub- 
jects. 

I may  add  that  I have  frequently  consulted  with  advan- 
tage your  articles  on  Circulation  and  Generation  in  the  Cy- 
clopaedia of  Anatomy  and  Physiology. 

If  this  evidence  from  me  can  be  of  the  slightest  use  to 
you  in  your  present  object,  I shall  be  glad  as  regards  the 
Patrons,  and  much  pleased  on  your  account.  Accept  the 
assurance,  &c. 

D.  DE  BLAINVILLE. 

Dr  Allen  Thomson. 


No.  LIX. 

From  M.  Velpeau,  M.  D.,  Member  of  the  Royal 
Academy  of  Medicine,  Professor  in  the  Faculty  of 
Medicine,  &c.  &c. 

Paris,  Rue  de  Verneuil,  7, 

My  Dear  Sir,  30iA  Antmti  1842. 

I learn  with  pleasure  that  you  are  a Candidate  for 
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the  vacant  Chair  of  Physiology  in  Edinburgh.  Every  thing 
points  you  out  as  likely  to  obtain  this  place.  Your  nume- 
rous and  important  works  naturally  lead  to  it.  your  Ovolo- 
gical  Researches  must  be  of  great  weight  in  the  balance, 
and  I doubt  if  the  Patrons  can  appoint  anv  one  more  ca- 
pable of  the  duty,  or  worthy  of  the  honour,  than  yourself. 

Accept  by  anticipation  my  congratulation,  and  believe  me, 
yours  sincerely, 

VELPEAU. 

Dr  Allen  Thomson. 


No.  LX. 

From  Dr  E.  H.  Weber,  Professor  of  Anatomy  and 

Physiology  at  Leipzig,  Author  of  a Systematic 

Work  on  Anatomy,  and  of  various  Anatomical  and 

m ' 

Physiological  Memoirs. 

Respected  Sir,  Leipzig,  22rf  July  1842. 

I have  just  received  from  Dr  Sonnenkalb  on  his  return 
from  England  the  specimens  yon  sent  me  of  the  very  ad- 
vantageous method  which  you  adopt  for  preserving  small 
Anatomical  Preparations  between  glasses,  without  evapora- 
tion of  the  preserving  fluid,  and  in  such  a manner  that  the 
objects  may  be  easily  examined  with  the  microscope.11'  The 
plan  is  excellent,  and  will  contribute  much  to  the  cultiva- 
tion of  some  of  the  finer  parts  of  Anatomy  and  Pathology. 

Your  beautiful  researches  and  learned  exposition  of  the 
formation  of  the  Embryo  of  Man  and  Animals,  have  been 
translated  into  German,  and  ure  read  with  interest.  No 
one  has  proved  so  fully  as  you  have  done,  that  tho  earliest 


* A modification  of  Mr  Goadby’s  method. 
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human  embryo  is  formed  iu  the  most  essential  particulars 
in  the  same  manner  as  that  of  Mammalia  and  Birds. 

It  will  afford  me  much  pleasure  to  hear  that  you  have  ob- 
tained a situation  as  Professor  of  Anatomy  and  Physiology 
in  Edinburgh.  With  kind  regards,  1 am  yours  very  truly, 

ERNST  HEINRICH  WEBER. 

Dr  Allen  Thomson. 


No.  LX  I. 

From  Dr  Von  Walther,  Privy  Counsellor  and  Phy- 
sician to  the  King  of  Bavaria,  Professor  in  the  Uni- 
versity of  Munich,  &c.,  & c. 

Honoured  Sir,  Munich,  7th  September  1042. 

It  is  with  particular  pleasure  that  I learn  from  your 
favour  of  the  22d  August,  that  you  intend  to  apply  for  the 
Chair  of  Physiology  in  the  University  of  Edinburgh.  If 
the  Municipal  Council  of  your  town  should  confer  this  ap- 
pointment upon  you,  we  may  congratulate  this  very  respect- 
able Body  upon  having  made  a most  excellent  choice,  and 
that  Science  also  which  you  have  much  enriched  by  means 
of  your  investigations  and  discoveries  ; of  which  fact  1 
have  convinced  myself  long  ago  by  the  study  of  your  publi- 
cations, and  the  same  is  also  universally  acknowledged  in 
Germany.  Farewell,  and  with  best  wishes,  1 am,  yours 
very  truly, 

A ON  AVALTHEB,  I).  M. 

Dr  Allen  Thomson. 


To 


No.  LX II. 

From  Dr  Laxgenbeck,  Professor  of  Anatomy  and 
Surgery  in  the  University  of  Gottingen,  and  Author 
of  several  Works  on  Anatomy  and  Surgery,  &c.  &c. 


Gotti  >6  kn,  I Of  A September  1842. 

Mr  Langenbeck  has  the  honour  of  paying  his  compli- 
ments to  Mr  Thomson,  and  assures  him  that  he  is  very 
glad  of  having  received  a letter  from  him,  which  proves 
that  he  has  not  yet  forgotten  the  time  he  passed  in  Got- 
tingeu. 

It  will  give  me  great  pleasure  to  hear  that  you  are  elected 
to  the  Professorship  of  Physiology, — a place  that  will  cer- 
tainly not  only  open  to  your  eminent  talents  and  indefati- 
gable activity  a larger  sphere  for  cultivating  and  teaching 
Anatomy  and  Physiology,  but  offer  in  the  mean  time  a 
better  occasion  to  further  and  enrich  our  science,  in  which 
you  have  already  wrought  since  I had  the  honour  of  seeing 
you  with  un  extraordinary  assiduity  and  success.  For  l 
always  read  your  numerous  and  excellent  writings,  especially 
those  on  Embryology  and  Granulations,  with  the  greatest 

pleasure  and  attention. 

* * * 

1 am  with  much  respect,  &c., 

LANGENBECK. 

To  Mr  Thomson,  M.D. 
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No.  LXIII. 

From  Dr  Rudolph  Wagner,  Professor  of  Physiology 
in  the  University  of  Gottingen,  Author  of  a Syste- 
matic Treatise  on  Physiology,  and  various  Memoirs 
on  Anatomy  and  Physiology. 

Sir,  Gottingen,  September  11.  1842. 

I was  very  glad  to  hear  that  you  are  engaged  with 
the  article  Ovum,  for  Professor  Todd’s  Cyclopaedia.  You 
would  much  oblige  me  by  informing  me  at  what  time  this 
article  shall  appear,  being  occupied  \\  ith  a second  edition 
of  my  Physiological  Manual.  I regret  that  I could  not 
make  use  of  your  excellent  contributions  to  the  History  of 
the  Structure  of  the  Human  Ovum,  published  in  the  Edin- 
burgh Medical  and  Surgical  Journal,  vol.  lii.,  for  the  first 
edition  of  my  Manual.  You  have  undoubtedly  observed 
the  earliest  states  of  the  Human  Ovum  among  all  physio- 
logists of  the  day. 

I take  the  opportunity  to  assure  you,  that  I feel  very  much 
indebted  for  the  information  which  I derived  from  your 
different  articles  and  memoirs  concerning  the  Anatomy, 
Physiology,  and  History  of  the  Foetus.  All  your  publications 
are  distinguished  by  a copiousness  of  facts,  a great  perspi- 
cuity and  luminousness  of  exposition,  and  a rare  knowledge 
of  foreign  literature.  Your  name  stands  already  in  great 
reputation  among  German  Physiologists.  I desire  in  the 
interest  of  science  that  the  University  of  Edinburgh  may 
confer  upon  you  very  soon  a public  Professorship  in  one  of 
our  favourite  sciences  of  Anatomy  and  Physiology,  for  en- 
abling you  to  spend  all  your  time  in  the  enlargement  of 
these  most  interesting  parts  of  our  profession.  I have  the 
honour  to  remain  very  faithfully  yours, 

RUDOLPH  WAGNER,  M.D. 

(The  original  letters  Nos.  62  and  63  arc  in  English  as  given  above.) 
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No.  LX IV. 

From  Dr  Johannes  Muller,  Professor  of  Anatomy 
and  Physiology  in  the  University  of  Berlin,  Author 
of  a System  of  Human  Physiology  and  various  other 
Works  on  Anatomy  and  Physiology. 

Respected  Colleague,  Berlin,  1 tt  December  1842. 

I received  your  letter  on  my  return  to  Berlin 
after  an  absence  of  three  months  in  Italy  ; and  as  I learned 
at  the  same  time  from  Professor  Mitscherlich,  that  you  had 
been  appointed  to  the  Chair  of  Physiology  in  the  University 
of  Edinburgh,  I considered  a Testimonial  to  be  no  longer 
necessary.  I can  now  only  offer  you  my  congratulations 
upon  your  having  obtained  the  object  of  your  wishes,  and 
being  appointed  to  a situation  in  accordance  with  your 
scientific  merit. 

I send  you  from  time  to  time  extracts  from  the  Monthly 
Reports  of  our  Academy  of  Sciences,  containing  memoirs 
by  me  : the  last  I have  despatched  contains  a paper  on  the 
Swimming-Bladder  of  Fishes.  That  upon  the  Amphioxus 
Lanceolatus  you  have  already  without  doubt  received.  This 
little  creature  exists  in  such  quantities  at  Naples  that  1 
brought  home  with  me  several  thousands.  With  esteem 
and  regard,  1 am  sincerely  yours, 

J.  MULLEB. 


I)i  Alien  Thomson. 
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